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INTERVIEW WITH
Q=Sgt. Leon
Q1=Sgt. Cortez
A=
(Unintelligible) . Okay.
All right.
(Unintelligible).
Uh, actually, let me see your wristband here.
Okay.
I know they have you handcuffed 'cause of your classification...
Yeah, 'cause...
...level.
...of my classification level.
So you're...
Yeah.
Let me find your name...
Yeah. (Unintelligible).

...on this list here.

(Unintelligible).
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First of all, you know you're not in any trouble.

No? Okay.

(Unintelligible). Okay, bud. Um, this is Sergeant Cortez. I'm Sergeant Leon.
We're both from the Sheriff's Office.

Right.

We're here just kinda, um, followin' up on what happened. Were you housed
in here when...

Yeah, [ was housed, but, uh, the only - the only thing I seen was the - a CO
comin' in tryin' to save him.

Okay. And we're not here to wit- I just wanted to know if you were here when
it happened.

Yeah, I was.

So...

[ was in Cell 27.

All right. And - and so somebody's already interviewed you, I think?
Yeah. [ was interviewed, like, about a week ago...

Okay.

...or somethin'...

All right.

...or whenever it was. I don't remember exactly what date.
Right. Yeah. And you say you're in what cell?

27.

Mm-kay. And is that the same cell you were in when it ha- when the incident
happened?
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Yes, sir.

Okay. Um, the reason we're here is how would you describe the tone inside
the dorm, inside the (unintelligible)?

Right now?

Yeah.

(Unintelligible).

Fair. Good. Good.

(Unintelligible).

Fair. Good.

How's that? Can you ju- tell me about that?

Well, I haven't been inside that dorm, uh, too m- uh, very much longer.
Mm-kay.

I mean, I only ha- I've only been there since 8-5, so I mean...
Okay.

I mean, there's been altercations. I've been - I had a altercation with somebody
in there.

Okay.

We got into a fight, but that was it. We squashed it and that was it. And the
guy picked up - the guy I got in a fight with got in a fight with my cellie, and
he ended up gettin' rolled up.

Okay.

So I think it's fair. That's how I think it is, fair.

Ho- how would you describe it since - since, uh, inmate Tyree died?
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Uh, fair.
Fair?
Yeah.

And how are you y- how are you - you, uh - how do you feel that you're being
treated by the officers in there?

Okay.

Okay?

Okay. I just - my toilet's kinda messed up on it. And, uh, I can't - I don't know
when the, uh - wh- what do you call 'em, the fixers, the work orders, or
whatever...

Yeah.

...you know, how they fix it. I don't know when they're gonna come back and
fix our toilet.

Have you told...

I...

...'em though?

Yes.

(Unintelligible).

Yes.

Uh...

Yes. I think they...

So you're just waiting for the plumber?

Exactly.
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The county pl- plumber to show up?

Exactly. The plumber. That's what I - the word I was lookin' for.
Yeah. What's the problem with your toilet?

Well you know when you push the button?

Mm-hm.

It - it - it overlapped or somethin' where the water pressure just keeps goin
and goin'.

Oh.
So the officer had to turn our water pressure off.
Okay.

So we can't flush the toilet. The only way you get a courtesy flush if he turns
the water pressure back on.

Right.

But when you push that button, it's supposed to go flush, and then the re- the
rest...

Right.

...of the water rinses back up. It doesn't do that. It just keeps flushin'...
So it's, like, sticking?

...and flushin' and flushin' and flushin'.

(Unintelligible).

It's, like, sticking open, (unintelligible).

Yeah.
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(Unintelligible).
So the button's messed up.
Yeah.
So each time you push that button, you try to turn it off by pushin' it won't
even - it just - you just push it and that's it. And it won't - i- the water pressure

won't turn off.

Mm-kay. Other than the, uh, investigators, has anyone else talked to you about
what happened...

(Unintelligible).

...to Tyree?

No. [ didn't even know the guy. I tried talkin' to him...
(Unintelligible).

...a few times before it happened out in yard, exchanged a couple words or
somethin', but...

Mm-hm.

...uh, you know, he - he kept goin' ins- inside the trash can and...
(Unintelligible).

...stuff, so I didn't really talk to him too much.

Okay.

He would dig through the trash cans. He'd dig through trash, you know...
Yeah.

...he - he would go in trash bags in front of the CO...

Yeah.
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...and the CO would tell him not to do it. He wouldn't do it, but he'd keep doin'
it.

Yeah.

So, I don't know.

Kinda like what you might picture, like, homeless people doin', you know?
Like a bum, yeah.

Okay. Um, so since then no s- other than the - the detectives, no one else has
approached you about what happened?

No, s- that's it.

No? All right.

I don't talk about it.
Mm-kay.
(Unintelligible).

And no other inmates have ap- approached you about - has anybody tried to
get you to, uh...

To talk about it?

...say anything different?
No. No.

No?

No.

No one's tried...

I jus- I keep to myself in there. I don't really talk to too many pe- [ watch TV,
I mean, I socialize, but that's about it.
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Okay. Have any officers approached you about it, any correctional deputies?
Nope.
No? How would you describe the - kinda, like, the...
(Unintelligible).
...the dorm atmosphere since...
(Unintelligible) fair.
...it happened?

I think it's fair. Everyone gets along, yeah. They're not - they're not really
hangin' on to tragedies. Um...

Yeah.

...I don't talk to mental health about it 'cause I don't got a problem
(nintelligible)...

Right.

...what I'm sayin'? I mean, if [ had a problem with it...
Yeah.

...I'd be, like - I'd be goin' to mental health or a Chaplin or...
Yeah.

...whoever, you know? But I don't.

How about the officers, the deputies in there?

Nah, I don't talk to officers about it.

Uh, how have they - how - how's their attitude been towards you or the rest of
the people in there?

Everything's been fair.
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Everything's been fair?

Yeah.

You've been gettin' enough out time?

Yeah. Yeah.

Has the dorm?

Yeah.

Yeah?

Yeah.

Okay. About how many ti- how many hours a night do you get out?

Well last night we got out one hour. So they - th- they've been just split our
program.

Mm-hm.

Before I used - we used to get two hours...
(Unintelligible).

...two hours and a half, maybe almost three...
You wanna bring those out?

Mm-hm.

...with both programs...

Yeah.

...now they're splittin' our programs, so they come and they do one. They do
either the bottom or top...

(Unintelligible).
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..level...

Mm-hm.

...one at a time.

Mm-kay.

So...

Do you guys know why they're doin' that?
I don't know why.

Okay.

I don't question it. I just go with the program.
Okay. All right.

(Unintelligible).

If you had a concern in there about i- uh, anybody's attitude about what
happened, would...

Mm-hm.

...you tell us?

(Unintelligible).

Yeah, I would.

Okay.

(Unintelligible).

Are you familiar with the phones? Do they (unintelligible)?

I don't use the phones. I don't know how.
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Okay.

I don't use 'em. I've tried to usin' 'em before, and I don't know how you do 'em,
S0 any- anyways, | can't make no collect calls to my family.

(Unintelligible).

They would check my calls, so I'm...

Mm-kay.

...done with that.

Are you familiar with the Internal Affairs process?

Uh, what is that?

It's basically - in- in- Internal Affairs basically investigators similar to us,
though we - we're not Internal Affair investigators, we're criminal
investigators.

Okay.

But Internal Affair investigators, they investigate complaints.

Oh no. I never...

So...

...I never even - no.

...w- did you know that next to the phones there's a number to their office that
they'll take your collect call?

Oh, okay. Yeah. I - like I said, I don't know how to use the phones.
Right.
(Unintelligible).

Have you ever had to, like, file a grievance or anything at all for any reason?
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Uh, if I did, I don't remember.
Okay. What about a Inmate Request Form?
Yes. I've been usin' those. I've been tryin' to get a hold of my family
(unintelligible), uh, Chaplin, uh, somethin'. I - I forget her name, but
she does...
Okay.

...she does phone calls.
Okay.

So I've been tryin' to get a hold of my family. I've been - you know, it's really
hard for - I'm a drug addict...

Okay.

...out there, you know? I go straight - I - when I get out, I don't even report to
probation.

(Unintelligible).
So I go - I go straight to usin' drugs. That's my problem.
Yeah.

Yeah. So if I could just, you know, go and report to my probation officer and
maybe just cool it with the drugs, I'd be all right.

Oh, I know.
Yeah.

But otherwise...
(Unintelligible).

...you know, I'll be doin' the same thing, in and outta jail.
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Yeah. When you've been in there, have you seen, uh, sergeants go into the

dorm just to kinda check on things?
Just to walk. They do their walks.

Their walks?

The - the - what is it their hour- hourly count or whatever?

(Unintelligible).

The sergeants do...

Uh...

...or the officers?

...no, not the sergeant, our officers.
Have you ever seen the sergeants go in?
(Unintelligible).

Like, in and out, just, like...

Yeah.

...real quick.

Have you ever had occasion to talk to any of 'em?
Nah, I don't talk to 'em. Nah.

No?

No.

If you had a problem would you feel...
Uh, yes, I would.

...comfortable?
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Yes, I would. I would tell...
Okay.

... 1.

All right. And if anything was goin' on, would you feel comfortable telling us
right now?

Yeah.

Okay.

Any - any other questions you got, I'll answer 'em.
Yeah.

(Unintelligible).

You know, just...

Well really, it's just tryin' to, you know, kinda get the tone for what's goin' on.
And...

Yeah.

(Unintelligible).

And, uh, just checking in...

Okay.

...s0 to speak. Yeah. Anythi- any complaints at all that you have?
None.

(Unintelligible).

None? (Unintelligible).

I just wanna to do my time, get up, and get outta here.
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Okay. That makes sense.

I'm tryin' - I'm tryin' to go back to Texas. Yeah.

Okay.

That's what I'm tryin' to do.

Okay. No, I - I get it.

I had a job in Waxahachie, Texas before my uncle died.
Okay.

I'wasa...

What'd you do?

I was a busboy at a restaurant. It was called . It was a sushi bar and grill.
Mm-hm.

And they liked me. They hella liked me. Uh, when I told 'em I had to leave
and go...

Yeah.

...they like, "Huh?" They were like, "What? You gotta g- leave?" I was like,
"Yeah, I gotta go." I was their best bus boy they...

Yeah.

...ever had. I was, like...
So you plan on goin' back?
Yeah.

Is that your plan?

Yeah. Yeah.
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It's important to have a plan.

I don't know if I'll get the same job back...

Yeah, I know.

...but I wanna go back to Waxahachie...

Yeah.

...Texas is where...

Yeah. Iknow.

...I'm tryin' to go to, yeah.

Well hopefully, you know, when you get out you don't relapse.
(Unintelligible).

Yeah. That's (unintelligible) plannin' to do. That's - those are my - those are,
like, my goals I'm tryin' to...

Yeah, I know.

...set, but with me, you never know.

That might be it.

Know what I'm sayin'? I...

Yeah.

'Cause as soon as I get out, I jus- I switch it up.

Yeah.

I will - (unintelligible) out, well, you know what? I'm not gonna report.

You know...
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...at least you're bein' honest with yourself, and you know (unintelligible).

That's how I am (unintelligible).

Yeah.

Yeah.

Anything you wanna ask?

No. I'm fine.

Anything you wanna ask of us?
Nah.

Any concerns? No?

Nah.

You feel good?

Yeah.

All right. How about if we check to make sure it's clear for you to go back and

then...

That's good.

...you can hang out in your cell.
That's good. Thank you...

All right.

...SII.

Um, you're welcome.

All right.
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Q: Thank you.

Woman: (Unintelligible).

A: I wish I could help you out with more but...

Q: Well...

A: ...you know - all right.

Q: Uh, e- you've actually helped a great deal.

A: Yeah. I feel real bad that had happened...

Q: Yeah.

A: ...you know, (unintelligible). None of us know what - what to expect.
Q: Right.

A: I don't know.

This transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate
transcription.
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