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INTERVIEW WITH
Q=Sgt. Jason Brown
A=

I'm Sergeant Brown, like the...

How you doin', Sergeant?

...color with the sheriff's office. Okay? I'm doing well. How are you?
I'm blessed in spite of where I am.

I love it. I love it. What's your name, man?

Do you know what cell you're in?

A: I'min 3- 35.

You saw me this morning, right?

A: Yes sir.

All right. You want to tell me what happened this morning, or last night? You
want to start with last night, maybe - do you take pill call?

Yes, I do.

Do you want to tell me what happened last night, starting with pill call?

A: Um...

Everything.

...I'm a victim of that same crew, man.

That's why I...

They broke my jaw.

...want to - that's what I want to hear.

Um, that's why I'm the way I am, because of that same crew. And

I (unintelligible) to instigate it. I'm old school. And look at me now. And that's
why I'm scared of repercussion. You know? I - I seen everything. I heard
everything. But who's to say that I'm not going to become a victim? I'm only
here on some misdemeanors. You know? They try to strike me out on less
than $10 worth of dope, but I know they're probably not going to. But, o- you
guys can't guarantee my safety, or - I never cried about what that crew did to
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me. But - but after what I seen last night, bothered me a great deal. I mean,
I've seen a lot happen in my life. But, that kid didn't - that young man didn't
deserve what they dd to him.

Well...

During pill call, you know...

Do you want to - before you start man, you understand that, see we, as
investigators, we have a duty to the truth. And where the truth leads, is where
we go. And whatever truth is, we accept it, we report it, and we run with it.
We're not trying to help people out that don't deserve help. Um, we're not
trying to cover things up that don't need to be covered. We do the truth. That's
all we do. And we accept it for what it is. And we run with it. I know where
you're coming from. And, you know, I know the concerns that you have. But
the point that you brought up about, you know, that's that young man's life,

I think is very important. So, and that's why we're here. So, and that's why
we're here. If we were - [ mean, you saw us leave. Right?

Yes.

We obviously came back for a reason.

Yes, you did.

So, we must clearly care, right?

A: Yes. Absolutely.

So, you know, you - you - you - you have a choice to do, you know, what you
want. But, you know, we're here like I said, to find that truth. So if you want
to tell it, I - I want to hear it.

It all started with pill call. Um, the young man, like I said, I didn't speak to
him much but, you know, I assisted him a lot with coffee and stuff. He tried to
cheek his pill. He got caught.

Last night?

A: Yes sir.

Mm-hm.

Um, they con- confronted him. He swallowed his pill. Um, went to his cell.
Make a long story short, it was, uh, after dayroom recall, they had a, um, a
laundry search. And, uh, I'm only two cells down from that cell, so. What

I heard is, when they went in started do laundry, the shower doors right there
so I can see the reflection. They turned his light off. And then I heard this
young man, um, screaming, "Okay stop. I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry." And
then I heard some choking, gurgling. I didn't hear no more. And they left,
came back to his cell, they opened his door and asked him if he was okay.
And started kicking him in the head, "Are you okay? Hey? Shuriff," or
whatever his name was, "Are you okay? Are you okay?" Then, uh, he locked
down a couple cells. And then I heard Luna ask somebody in between 31 and
25 if - do - "Are you guys aware that - if he's ever shit on himself?" And I
don't know what the response was, that he was given, but ten they called the
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rest of everybody. And then they came, opened his door, and pulled him out. I

knew he was dead. I seen death in the - in - in the joints before. I've been

through the worst prisons ever. And, I knew he was gone. And, um, it broke

my heart man, you know, 'cause he was just a We're all little
You know? We all got issues. You know? But, he didn't deserve that

man. And that bothered me. You know? I - I - it bothered me all - everything

that manifested and how they were laughing and stuff, you know, while they

were trying to revive him and stuff. That's not cool man. Um, that's all I heard.

You know? I - I - I heard the choking. I knew they were choking him out.

They choked me out. They broke my jaw, for crying out loud. I wasn't that

particular - I was in A dormer there. Um...

So you went from A to B?

A: T-1 got arrested. I got remanded for misdemeanor court, the 24th of last

month. I came in here at 8 o'clock. They didn't house me 'til like 12 something

in the morning, and I kept complaining, "Hey, I'm tired. I'm tired." Finally

they got tired, I guess, of me complaining. [ was laying down right here. They

snatched me up, dragged me out, pulled me up. I split my head on this. My

pants fell down. My underwear fell down because they were too big. And they

dragged me up the stairs. And they put me in my cell and they beat the

fucking shit out of me.

This was in A?

A: Yes.

This was the day that you - well...

It was...

...I was gonna say the day you got remanded, but you said it was like 12:30, 1

o'clock in the morning?

A: Tt - it - it - the 25th of July. And they threw me on the floor and they just

proceeded to beat the fuck out of me.

When they - when they took you into A, you...

They dragged me in with my pants and underwear down.

And you said they drug you up the stairs.

Up the stairs.

What - to what cell?

A: To Cell 42.

42.

And then they slammed my face against the wall. And they started beating the

fuck out of me. Twisted my arms, to where I couldn't endure the pain no

more. But I didn't make a sound. Then they threw me on the floor, and I hit

the corner of the bed. And I knew I was hurt. I knew right then and there I was

hurt. Then they threw me on the ground. They started beating me up. And

telling me, "Who's the bitch now? Why aren't you crying now?" And I didn't

say nothing, 'cause I knew if | say something, that would irate them even
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more. And here I am. [ went to specialist yesterday at UMC. They have to
give me surgery. They got to re-break my jaw and wire it shut because it - it's
not healing right. 'Cause it's just - it's d- hairline fracture didn't heal right, so.
They didn't take you to the hospital?

A: Yes. Mr. Mohafty did.

On the night - the night that this happened?

A: Yes, Mr. Mohaffy and Sergeant - I mean, uh, Officer Deputy, um, he's out
there man.

Okay.

And - and - and I kept telling 'em that my jaw hurt. So the x-ray said a hair-
had a hairline fracture. But my tooth was already dangling. It was no use in
keeping it. So like a moron, I pulled it out. And it - it scared the x-ray's,
because they thought it was my tooth. But in fact it was my jaw broken. And
when I went to here, he thought I had a piece of tooth in there. So he x-rayed
me and he was pretty shocked at what he saw. And he showed me the x-
rayand my jaw had actually broken. And, uh, the - yesterday morning, I went
to the dental here on Tuesday, and Wednesday morning I went to William C
to see the nose, face and specialist, and - and face specialist. That's when they
concluded that I - I need to have my jaw r- re-broken. I have to have surgery,
re-broken, set, and wired shut.

Did you cut your head?

A: They split my head open.

Did you get stitches or staples?

A: Um, I got stitches on my eye but the cut on my head, they didn't see. And I
didn't even realize it 'til I was going to get a haircut, and I had a big old gash.
That's where all the blood was coming from. I thought it was my eye.

Left or right?

A: It was my right eye. It - the stitches were all across my eye. And I told
Mohafty, 'cause I know Mo- I know Mr. Mohaffy for a long time. And I told
him and Sergeant Aguilar, I - I - I grew up with Ser- Sergeant Aguilar. I'm
proud of him that he got out of it, you know, and became what he is now. I
told him, "Man, look what the deputies did to me man."

Q: What'd he say?

A: Couldn't believe it.

Why do you think they did that?

A: 'Cause I was yelling out the door right here, telling 'em to house me and
quit being lazy. I just wanted to get housed. Pissed 'em off. Never -1 -1-1-1
first came here in 1984. Never had no problems with the deputies man. I've
always conducted myself right. That day, I was tired. I just wanted to go to
sleep. I was heartbroken that they remanded me and that they're trying to
strike me out for less than $10 worth of dope. You know? I just wanted to just
go to sleep and I - I kept - I - I - I kept persisting housing. Then I -1-1-1 got



169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209

Lo RER

RERZRZ

LR L R L LR

INTERVIEW WITH
Interviewer: Sgt. Jason Brown
/
Case # 15-239-0032J

Page 5

a derogatory, you know, "You guys are fucking lazy," and whatnot. But
nothing to - to deserve this, man.

Um, wh- there were three officers you said?

A: There was two that beat me up, when they dragged me in.

Who - who were they?

A: 1 just remember Lee.

I'm sorry, Lee?

A: Yep.

L-E or...

L-E. That was it. L-E.

L-E and not L-1? L-E?

A: L-E.

Uh, Asian cat?

A: Yes.

Um, you don't know who the other one was?

A: No. He's a youngster.

What about Lee, is he a youngster?

A: Yeah. They're all young to me. [ mean, they're (unintelligible) now. You
know? They're not old school now.

Um, you...

He's the one that kept punching me in my face.

Were any of those officers from that date, involved in last night?

A: No sir.

They're all di- whole different crew?

A: Yes sir. The same - the - the same...

Different generation?

A: No. The same, um, how do I say, like you know you have, uh - uh,
different, um, like A-A-A-A-A-A-A Crew, B Crew, D Crew?
Q: Oh, team.

You know? Team.

Team.

Same team, different individuals.

Different - different staff. Okay.

Okay? Um, yeah, it - it was Loonberm...

Oh, last night?

A: Yes. Loonberm, um, I think his - I want to say Fields. The Caucasian one.
Ex-bodybuilder guy. I don't know his - I'm - I'm trying to think it's Fields. And
a young, who I think is Latino, Hispanic guy. Combs his hair.

Slick back hair?

A: Combs his hair to the side, little curl on the top. You know? Kind of like
Superman hair do, you know, so to speak.
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Those would the - be last night?

A: Yes sir. Um, that's all I heard is when they, uh, went - went in there for
clothing. I heard that young man just, "Please. Okay. Stop. Please. Please stop,
owe, owe, owe, owe, ah, ah, ah." That's all I heard.

So, let's go back to laundry. Okay? Last night.

Mm-hm.

Well, first off, you saw the guy get caught trying to cheek pills.

Absolutely.

And they called him out.

We've all gotten caught doing that...

Right.

...at one point or another.

They - they called him out. He swallowed.

Absolutely.

Went back to his dorm.

And he - and they didn't even call - no, Loonberm was right there. It's like you
caught me cheeking, right? They have the little door open right there.

Yep.

At the door.

Yep, yep.

You caught - the nurse caught me cheeking and you're the deputy inside. And
you said, " come on man. What's up? Take your pills." So I, "Okay. I'm

caught." And I take my pills and - and I swallow 'em and then you thoroughly
check my mouth.

And what happened then, did he go back to his cell?

A: Yeah. He went to his cell and then he came and asked me for a shot of
coffee.

Did he make any remarks about the nurse?

A: Yes he did.

Do you remember what he said?

A: Called her a rapist.

A rapist?

A: Yes sir.

Did that make sense to you?

A: Absolutely not.

Kind of - kind of strange, right?

Absolutely.

How long - you know what I forgot to ask? When you came back from the
hospital, did you go back to 6A or did you go to 6B?

A: I've been in 6B.

Ever since?

Ever since they threw me out of 6A.
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Okay. Okay. So you've been there about a month.

Yes sir.

Okay.

A month and a couple of days maybe.

So you've had some interaction with this guy before, right? You said you tried
to, you know, help him with coffee.

Absolutely.

You know?

Good guy.

Describe him to me though. I mean, not...

Um...

...not physically, but just kind of his personality.

Personality? Um, kind. Um, always asking for something to read. Going
through the garbage cans, looking for stuff to eat. So that's what
(unintelligible) maybe he was homeless, didn't have no...

Right.

...you know, getting any kind of financial support in here.

Right.

So, one day I was just sitting down and he sat down. He goes, "How you
doing?" And - and I said, "I'm - I'm blessed, man. I woke up this

morning." And we started talking, correlating with one another. And he goes,
"Heybrother, what - is there any way you can spare some coffee?" 'Cause |
was drinking some coffee. And I looked at him and I said, "Sure man." I gave
him the whole cup of coffee I was drinking. And from that point on, you
know, he periodically ask me for coffee, which I never denied him, 'cause I
know what it's like to be here and not have nothing. And, um, you know, he's
off. He's a little strange. You know? Talk to himself. You know?

Q: Sure.

I, myself, suffer from PTSD. I talk to myself too. Um...

He keep to himself mostly?

A: Yes, never cause no problems. Never disrespected anybody in there. His
thing was just asking for coffee and - and food, going through the garbage
cans.

So like the yelling and the - the names that he was, uh, calling the nurse, did
you ever see him do that before?

A: No.

Maybe with the deputies or other nurses...

No.

...or anybody?

A: That's why I told him, I said, "Young man, come on. This ain't you." And
then Loonberm just started laughing and Loonberm goes, "Hey, he's your
peer, not mine. You're the one that's always giving him coffee." And I said,
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"Absolutely, Loonberm. I'd give you coffee if you were in here and you didn't
have nothing." And, um, we left it at that. You know? Um, he walked around.
That's the first time I've ever seen him, um, give any kind of disrespect or
derogatory remark towards staff. And I've been there over a month.

Did it shock you?

A: T was pretty shocked. You know? I was like wow, dude. Like ah, and - and
- and he goes, "She's a rapist." And he walked away.

What about his physical appearance?

A: Malnourished. Thin. Um...

Did he keep his hygiene up?

A: No. But, I mean he'd shower. But...

Would he do laundry?

A: He was...

So- sometimes?

A: ...changing his laundry every - every laundry day, that [ seen. Um, a
couple times he asked me for soap. Um, I've never seen him come out with
feces on himself or anything like that. You know?

Q: Did he have an odor to him sometimes?

A: Underarms. He smelled like underarms.

Like body odor?

A: You know - you know, periodically. [ mean, you know...

So, after pill call, eventually you guys got the laundry, right?

A: Yes.

Um, did he participate in laundry just like...

Yes.

...everybody else?

A: He was there.

No issues?

A: No issues. None at all.

Afterwards, you guys picked up your stuff and you guys went and, you know,
did your changing. And eventually, um...

They called dayroom recall.

Okay.

And then that's when Loonberm goes, "Hey, I'm going to do an extra laundry
search. If you have any launddry, gentlemen, put your extras out. You can
turn 'em in now."

Q: And you're 35, right?

A: Yes sir. I'm right here.

Okay. On the bottom.

Yes sir.

So you've got even numbers at the top. And this is 39.

Yes sir.
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So, where did they start doing the shakedown? And we'll call it a light
shakedown. I know it wasn't...

He started, um, you know what? I - I can't really say because I wasn't at my
door. I was writing - [ was writing a letter actually. I was writing my boss a
letter, which is still in there, in the mailbox. Because it didn't get taken out.
So, when they got close to that side, that's when I heard, uh, Loonberm
opening the door. So I got up. I got my extra laundry. I had, uh, extra shirt,
extra socks, and extra underwear. And I threw it right there by my door. So |
stood at my door at that time, watching 'em. And then that's when they got
to...

So when they came around the bottom, from over here...

Yes.

...by the shower?

A: Tbelieve he started from the top and came around here.

So came around the bottom. And they were by the shower. And you're telling
me that from the door, at your cell and 35, you can actually see - 'cause the
stairs are right there, right?

But then the shower's right here.

But the shower's right there. And you can actually see the reflection.

The reflection.

Of what's going on?

A: And I can hear everything because of the vent.

Yeah. How far - without having to look in the - at the shower door, how far
can you actually see? What - how - what cells can you see? Any of them?
A: Tcan see 48 and 44.

So, actually the odd number. The lower level, right?

A: Yes.

So lower's 4- the, uh, so 47 and 45.

Yes.

So you can see that. But...

And - and half of 44.

Half of 43? So...

Well...

...4- half of 43, 41, 39, 37.

I cannot see 41.

But you have to look in the - the - the - the reflection.

Yes.

Okay.

So I can hear everything.

Did you watch them do 47 or 45?

A: Yes.

And so...
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In and out.

...1- in and out?

A: In and out.

Real quick. Um, did you happen to watch them when they were upstairs doing
487

A: 48's Um, I heard 'em.

Was there any problems with

A: always has problems. He calls - he calls everybody crook man.
Oh...

You got to appreciate his little, you know...

...uh, yeah, yeah I see...

...(unintelligible).

...the humor. I see the humor.

You got to see the humor.

Yeah, I-1...

You go - you go crazy man.

...I do. Okay. So and so you watch in the reflection, probably as they did 43
and 41.

Yeah, I can sce.

Okay.

Open the door. I can see 'em open the door.

At this point though, are all the lights on over here?

A: Yes sir.

But you said to me that when they opened 39, and how many officers were
there? Just the...

Three.

...three of 'em? Okay. They closed 41.

Mm-hm.

Then they opened 39.

Mm-hm.

And what happened?

A: T heard all the ruckus.

You said that they shut the light off?

A: When they left.

When they left.

When they left they cut the light off. And then they said, "Be quiet," but he
wasn't making no noise after that.

When they left 47, 45, 43, and 41, did they shut the lights off in any of...
No.

...those?

No sir.

But they...



420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461

RER RELRZ

o RELQ LZR

RO R L RERZOZR

INTERVIEW WITH
Interviewer: Sgt. Jason Brown
/
Case # 15-239-0032J

Page 11

They didn't even shut the light off on mine.

They opened 39. You heard a ruckus.

Mm-hm.

What did you hear - do you know the guy's name?

A: Tdon't.

His name's Michael, okay?

Okay.

Did you - what did you hear Michael saying?

A: "Stop. Stop. Okay, I'm sorry. Owe, owe, owe, owe. Okay, I'm sorry. Stop.
I'm so- ah, ah, ah, ah."

Okay.

That's all I heard man.

That's all you heard. Um, how long did that last?

A: About 15 seconds, 20 seconds maybe. Wasn't long at all.

From the reflection, could you see what was going on?

No. I can hear more of it.

You could hear more instead of see it?

A: Hear it.

But you knew that they were in 39.

Yes sir, because it's - like if you go to my cell and you stand at my door, when
they open 35 the door swings. You can look right there. You can actually see
the officer talking. I seen 'em going in. Then I heard all that. And at first
thought okay, you - you know, it's for disrespecting the nurse. And I didn't
think nothing of it. Until I heard the like gurgling sound. And then I did find it
odd that they shut his light off. I did, honestly, because Officer Loonberm's
never done that.

When they left and walked to 37...

They went to my neighbor.

...they shut the light off.

Mm-hm.

Before they...

Shut the door.

...shut the light off, could you see Michael in there?

A: No. I didn't hear Michael at all.

Did you hear Michael after they left?

A: No sir.

Ever?

A: No sir.

Did you hear anything coming from Michael's cell?

A: No sir.

Did you hear him use the shitter?

A: No sir.
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Did you hear him wash his hands?

A: No sir.

Lay down on his bunk?

A: No sir.

Shuffle his feet?

A: No sir. I didn't hear nothing.

Breathe, yell, scream.

I didn't hear nothing.

Um, did he know your name?

A: Um, I told my name was when [ introduced myself.

Would he call you

A: He called me

Did he call out, " help?"

A: No. No sir.

Um, so they went to 37.

Mm-hm.

Any problems in 37?

A: No sir.

Did you hear anything from 37? Did you hear...

A: Yeah...

...what they were saying?

A: ..I'heard my, uh, I - I heard 'em say, "Laundry sweep," and, uh, my
neighbor's OG. He's an older man. He goes, "Okay. Cool." And they were in
and out.

And then they came to you.

And I was in my - [ was sitting like this on my bed and I was writing my mom
a letter. And they...

But your clothes were already at the door.

...came - yes, they were there. But I always respect the deputies so when they
open my door, they said, "Laundry sweep," I got up, and I went to the...
Went to the spot.

...side of the...

Yeah.

...(unintelligible) and I sit by the door.

Yep.

And then Loonberm goes, "He's okay. He's okay." They were in and out of my
cell. They didn't shut my light or anything.

Did they search your shit?

A: Yeah they took what I had on the floor.

But did they look through your stuff?

A: No.

They didn't open anything?
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No. Look...

Did they check your mattress?

A: No.

Did they check...

No sir.

...you have commissary in there?

A: Yes sir.

Did they check any of that?

A: No sir.

Did they search anything?

A: No sir.

Um, what about...

You know what I found odd? Is they - they actually gave me back my extra
underwear. They kicked it towards me. And I have it in there now. That's what
I found odd.

Have they ever done anything like that before?

A: No.

How do you get along with Loonberm?

A: Great.

How is his personality? Is he quiet, is he just...

Sarcastic.

...normal? Sarcastic? Does - I mean does he seem nervous at all? Is he, uh -
uh, let's face it man, you've been around.

Yeah, absolutely.

You - you know the difference between some - some, uh, deputy that's going
to come in there and you know he's scared. You know he's new. You know he
doesn't know what he's doing. You know he's nervous to - to - to deal with
you. Versus a guy...

He's calm, cool and collected.

...you know, kind of more like me who's just going to be able to talk to you,
right? Was he more like me or is he more like some nervous guy?

A: He's more like you. He's very confrontable. Um, little sarcastic at times.
Yeah.

But, um...

Tries to be funny, maybe sometimes not so funny.

I personally like Loonberm.

Mm-hm.

Never had problems with Loonberm. But honest to God, um, I seen something
in him last night that I've never seen.

Like what?

A: Fear.
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Does it make sense why I'm asking the questions that I'm asking?

A: Absolutely. Um...

So he was kind of acting different last night?

A: Absolutely.

Do you think it's - I mean, let's face it man. I'm a homicide sergeant. Okay?
A: I'm - yes.

Do you think it's because here's Loonberm talking to a group of homicide
sergeants? You know? And it doesn't mean that it's a homicide. We just - we
do all the deaths in the jail. Okay?

A: Yeah.

That's just what that means. So, even if it's just a - a - a - man that dies, okay?
A: Mm-hm.

But when I show up and, you know, Loonberm, who's probably, you know,
doesn't have much time on, do you think it's nervous because I'm here, or
nervous for some other reason?

A: I'm talking about before you guys got there, sir.

Oh, okay. Tell me about that.

I just seen it in him.

We'll get back to that. They finish the cell checks, right? The - the - the
laundry checks in the cell.

Yes.

Any other issues? They left your light on. They left your spare underwear.
Any other issues as they went around?

A: No. But when they proceeded to leave and walk out, they kept looking at
the cell, 39. I'm right there. I'm watching everything. And I noticed that. I
noticed that. And I didn't think nothing of it. I just went back, I finished my
letter, and I made a soup. And I ate. And, uh, I brushed my teeth, as best as I
can 'cause of my jaw.

Right.

And - and I - and I laid down. And then, that's when I heard the ruckus. And I
got up and that's when I looked at Loonberm and - and - and - and I just seen a
- a 380 change in him, man.

What about the other two? You familiar with them much at all? I know you
don't know their names, but...

I don't know their names that well.

...their personality? You know their personalities?

A: Um...

Did they - how'd they...

...I spoken to the Caucasian cop before because, you know, I'm - I'm - I'm
pretty - I'm in pretty good shape right now. I'm pretty cut up still...

Right.

...for being old man.
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Right.

And one day he asked me, "Hey, hey man, you ever get -" and like, you know,
we got into conversation of being fit.

He works out too. Yeah.

Yeah. He was telling me, "Yeah, I used to be an ex-bodybuilder." They're
taking me to medical. He goes, "Yeah OG, you're all right man. You

okay." I said, "Man, thank you man." You know? And that was it. But, I know
Loonberm more. I known Loonberm for a little while. Um, I remember when
he was a rookie, I came and did a couple parole violations when I was on
parole.

When was that?

A: Oh God, um, I don't remember. But it was few - couple years ago.
Couple years ago?

Yeah. Couple years. 'Cause I've been off parole for a while.

So they finished these checks, right?

A: Mm-hm.

What - where did - where did the three guys go then?

A: They came and gathered everything.

That they had taken out.

In the middle.

Okay.

Or the - in the dorm.

Okay.

The table, like this is the middle...

Right.

...(unintelligible).

This is the officer's station right here. Right.

And they started questioning everything out. Dragged the mattresses, threw
'em by the multi-purpose door. And when they all proceeded to walk out, I
just found it odd that they all looked in the direction of 39.

Did Loonberm leave?

A: Loonberm was the last one to leave.

Was he ever in there by himself?

A: Um, no. He was standing there for about 10 seconds, when I can see the
other officers exiting. And he took off his belt, he threw 'em in the garbage
can. Took 'em off, threw 'em in the garbage can, and looked at 39, and walked
out.

Did you see Loonberm come back in?

A: Theard him come back in. I - I didn't...

You didn't see him?

A: ..Ididn't see him, no sir.

Um, do you know when he came back in, were you still writing? Were you...
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[-1-1was -1 was eating a soup.

Eating the soup.

Still writing, yes.

And so your lights were on?

A: Yes sir.

Did you get up and look?

A: Yes sir.

And what'd you see?

A: Um, what ma- what made me get up is when I heard Loonberm say, "Hey,
are you okay? Are you okay? Shuriff," called him something like that.

Las- last name's Tyree.

Tyree. There you go. That's what he was saying, "Tyree, Tyree." And - and [
seen, you know, the motion, "Tyree, Tyree," you know, you can see the body
motion.

When you're seeing this, are you seeing this in the reflection?

A: I'm seeing this like this out my window.

So you're able to look down and see...

Mm-hm. And I can see the body motion on Loonberm.

...and you can see Loonberm...

Yeah, you know...

...kind of like...

.I-T-yeah, I-1..

...like kicking a little bit?

A: Yeah. And - and then it turns out that his head was facing...

Wass Michael's door open or shut?

A: Yes sir, it was open.

It was open. Um...

And then Loonberm shut it. Walked by my cell. Walked a few ways. And
then I heard him say specifically to, I don't know who, "Are you aware of this
guy shitting on himself?" I don't know what they told him. But he didn't finish
the security check. He went straight back to 39. Opened the door. Dragged
him out. And when I seen Michael's eyes, man, I knew Michael was gone
man.

What did Loonberm do after he dragged him out?

A: Panicked. Called the other deputies. Same three deputies came in. And,
uh...

Did he start pumpin' on him?

A: Yes.

Did he start pumpin' on him before the other deputies showed up?

A: No.

The other deputies were already there?

A: Yes.
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When Loonberm walked in, and you could hear him, "Hey man, you

okay? You okay?"

A: Mm-hm.

Was that right away after he walked in? Or was there enough time, follow me
here...

Mm-hm.

...was there enough time for him to go up, check the top tier, come down,
check the bottom tier, find Michael, check the rest of the tier, and then come
back to Michael?

A: What? No. Loonberm came this way.

Loonberm came in - this is the door, okay?

A: Yes, this is the door.

Yeah.

Loonberm came this way. He always comes this way.

He always comes this way. Did he go up to the top?

A: Goes in the bottom first.

Bottom first.

Come - I - yeah, always. I know he...

So he went to the bottom first. So he went straight from the...
(Unintelligible). Boom.

...door, 47, 45, 43...

That's when I heard...

Y

Yes.

...39.

39.

"Hey, are you okay?"

"Are you okay? I - Tyree, Tyree, are you okay? Are you okay?" Then that's
when I got up and I looked. And I could see Loonberm's motion.

So we're talking within like a minute or two of him coming in.

Mm-hm.

He's already asking, "Are you okay? Are you okay?"

A: Yes.

Okay.

Then he proceeded to take off. Shuts the door. Took off. Got somewhere
between, like I said, 31 and 25. And I heard him specifically say, "Are -" if -
whoever he asked, "Are you guys aware of him shitting on himself?" I don't
know the response. He went a few cells down, went straight back to 39.

So he never went to the top?

A: Nope. Not that I seen.

Before - so he had the door open before he came down...

Then again [ wasn't that focused.
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Oh yeah, I know. I know. I understand. Um, so he opened the door, "Are you
okay?" Shut it. Went down here, "Anybody aware he shitting on himself?"
A: Mm-hm.

Walked, went back, opened it again. Are you...

Mm-hm.

...am I good? Did he call for help, or did he drag the guy out first?

A: Dragged him out.

Then he called for help.

No wait a minute. Called for help first.

Then drug the guy out?

A: Then they drug him out.

They drug him out together?

Yes.

So two of 'em drug him out?

A: Yes.

Okay. All right. Cool. We're getting somewhere.

Yes.

So, they started working on him. But you could tell, hey man...

I knew he was gone man. That's when - and I'm gonna keep it real with you
man. [ just started crying man. And I just said a prayer for him man, 'cause

I knew he was dead. I seen dead bodies in prison before. I knew he was gone
man. [ knew he was gone man. I started crying, you know, 'cause it hurt me.
Pretty soon the nurses showed up.

Yes.

How were the deputies acting before the nurses showed up?

A: That's when I noticed Loonberm. He was lost in thought. He looked
discombobulated. And he looked at my cell. He looked at my neighbor first
and he goes, "Did you hear anything?" I heard my neighbor say, "No." Did- it
was just the way he looked at me man. It's the way he fucking looked at me. I
looked at him and he goes, "Did you hear anything?" I didn't even respond
man. [ just turned around and sat down man. 'Cause [ knew man, [ -T1-1-1
knew man. I - I - I knew man. The whole - his whole facial ex- expression,
everything changed. Like getting caught with your hand in the cookie jar man,
so to speak. You know?

You said earlier that you heard laughing.

I watched them laugh. You know?

Q: The - those three deputies?

A: When they were reviving him.

Before the nurses showed up?

A: No, it was afterwards and during.

Afterwards? Was it before the paramedics and the fire department showed up?
A: Mm-hm.
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So, after the nurses, but before the fire department. When you said they're
laugh - like, were they laughing at Michael? Were they telling jokes? Were,
uh...

It's hard to say sir, because even some of the EMT's were talking amongst
each other, laughing. I don't think it was...

Well like us. I mean, you watched us there.

Yeah.

You know?

A: T - exactly.

Yeah.

And I watched...

I mean...

...you guys...
Yeah.

...you know, it doesn't mean that you're specifically laughing at his person or...

Right.

...what's manifesting.

Right.

You know? It could be something that you...

Completely unrelated.

...a case that you...

Yeah.

...uh, are doing that you found something humorous and you guys are
correlating about.

Right.

And, yeah, so I'm not saying that they specifically laughed at Michael, becase
I don't know.

Did they appear nervous?

Absolutely.

Scared?

A: Absolutely.

But they were trying to help - do you figure - do you...

Mm-hm.

...think in your personal...

The only one who took the initiative to pump him was Loonberm.
What were the other two doing?

A: Standing there.

Um, they brought in that little machine?

A: Yes.

Who hooked it up to the guy?

A: The nurse.
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The nurse?

A: Yes.

Some fourth deputy brought that in, right? Do you remember who brought -
well, you know what, that's kind of a bad question because there were actually
a bunch of those machines that were brought in.

There was quite a few, yeah.

Yeah. Okay.

There was a big one and then there's a little...

The little red boxes?

A: ...portable one.

Um, but the nurse hooked up, uh, a machine?

A: A male nurse.

Okay.

'Cause | remember watching, because he was like panicking. Like, "I got to
save this guy, man."

Eventually, Michael was pronounced dead. Right? The doctors, the nurses, the
fire personnel, the paramedics, they eventually all left, right?

A: Mm-hm.

What was going on with the deputies after that, and before we came?

A: Sergeant Aguilar walked in. Another sergeant who was bald, and the other
little ser- sergeant, little thin, kind of little bald spot on his head.

Right, right, right.

Took Loonberm. Called Loonberm to the multi-purpose room immediately.
And I didn't see Loonberm after that.

What about the other two, what - did you see them?

A: Didn't see 'em after that.

Did you talk to anybody else in any of these dorm rooms about anything that
happened?

A: Um, not until this afternoon when we came out for program.

You guys had program this afternoon?

A: Yes, sir.

And who did you speak to?

A: Um, a couple of individuals who were...

Do you know their names, or just their cells? Well you know

I didn't - I don't speak to He's - we're all crooks to him. Um, I spoke to
14.

Okay.

And he confirmed - I said, "Hey man, that was messed up man." He

goes, "Man, dude," you know, he - he goes, "You know what I tripped out
on?" And I said, "What's that brother, man?" He goes, "How when Loonberm
opened the door, and was kicking him in the head, asking him if he's

okay." And I said, "Oh my God dude, that - that - I seen the body motion on
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that dude." And he goes, "Yeah that's what he was doing." And I said, "You
know what, brother man? I - I don't want to talk about it 'cause it bothered me.
That young man didn't deserve to die, man."

Q: When Michael's in his cell, and you're in your cell, I know you guys can
hear kind of...

Mm-hm.

...you know, pretty well. Could you hear a lot of the things that he was doing
in his cell?

A: Prior to that?

Q: Yeah, yeah.

Yeah, I'd be able to hear him.

Q: Like on a daily basis. Like on a daily basis.

Yeah.

Could you hear him walking around?

A: Yeah. Yeah, I hear him flushing his toilet, [ hear my - 'cause, you know,
you can hear everything.

Right.

You know? It - it's pretty quiet in there at night.

Right.

So it kind of echoes. You know?

Q: So, was it unusual to you to not hear anything during that time?

A: T can't really say that I'm that aware of it, but I, you know, when I was up
and I was, you know, on doing washing my clothes or whatever, yeah, um,

I could hear his water run. Um, I'll hear him flush his toilet. I'll hear him talk
to himself. 'Cause Michael was loud. Um, you know, my neighbor in 3...
37?

A: ...37's quiet. He's so...

So mostly from...

...he's still coming down on that shit.

So mostly - oh, I see.

Yeah.

So mostly from this side it's pretty much, you know, a lot of Michael.

Yeah. You can hear Michael. Yeah. Yeah.

But you didn't hear anything after they went in there.

No man. After they left, I didn't hear nothing man.

Um, take me back to the 25th. You said they choked you out.

Mm-hm.

Uh, how'd they do that?

A: Mmm. Well I'm like this, first of all. I'm chained up. Then, uh, they took
me to the cell. They slammed me against the wall. And I think that's actually
when | freaked my jaw up, because they slammed me like this. And then they
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grabbed me. And I was like, "Hey man." Come on man, come on man. I'm not
resisting, man."

Are they holding you by the arms?

A: Ye- they got my fingers bent.

Mm-hm.

I was surprised they didn't break.

Mm-hm.

And then they started stepping on my ankles, shoving the ankle thing in my
skin. And then Lee grabbed me. He finally let go of me and he grabbed me
and threw me down. And when he threw me down, I hit the corner of the bed.
Okay.

And I was pissed by then because I felt the warm blood running down my
face.

Did you ever get any - 'cause, and here's why I'm asking this. You mentioned
Michael, you know, "Don't. I'm sorry," and then you heard like the gurgling
noise, right?

A: Mm-hm.

Um, did they do anything to you, and I know that they were different deputies,
did they do anything to you that would cause you to make the same sounds
that Michael did last night?

A: No.

They never had up around your neck?

A: No.

Okay.

I mean they - they had me in - in a little hold, but it wasn't like that. No.

Do you think that - well, let me ask you this. When they first went into
Michael's cell.

Mm-hm.

Uh, last night, uh, during the - the shakedown, well, like I said, um, did you
hear them tell him, "Get up."

In all honesty, all I heard was Michael saying, "Okay. Stop. Okay. Please, stop
it. Stop."

Q: Did you hear him cussing at them?

A: No.

Did you hear him using foul...

No.

...uh, telling 'em, uh, stuff about the devil, or satan or...

No sir.

...get out of my cell?

A: No sir.
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Um, did you hear them saying, uh, "Fine. Get down on your bunk. Get down
on your bunk?"

A: No sir.

Just Michael?

A: It's - it's protocol that when they come in for laundry search, that we stand
up and face the wall. Unless like myself, I know a lot of the deputies man. I
get - I -1 get along with them really good. Um, it - that's protocol. So, and
one time the youngster with the Superman haircut I call it, I remember the
first time I met him, he went in my cell and when I got against the wall, he
said, "Do you have any extra underwear?" And he grabbed me like this, and
he pulled me. And I said, "Hey, what the fuck you trying to manhandle me
for, fool?" And then Loonberm goes, "No man, he's cool. He's cool man. OG's
cool." And he goes, "Okay," and check for underwear and I didn't have no
extras. And he never stopped and spoke to me. But last night, I found it odd
that he spoke to me and asked how I was doing, how was my jaw.

Was this after what happened?

A: After they left Michael. This ha- so when they came to mine, Loonberm
came in, kicked me my extra underwear back, because I felt it hit my ankle
and I turned around and looked, it was my underwear. And Loonberm then
walked out. Youngster was walking out, and he stopped at my door and he
goes, "Hey, so how's the jaw healing, man?" And I said, "Well it didn't heal. It
actually got a little worse because they - [ went to a special,”" and I told him
briefly what happened. And I gotta go have it re-broken and wired. And he
goes, "Oh man, that sucks." And he left. But I found it odd that he talked to
me, because he never do.

Do you know if there was any ever - any reports made about what happened
to you?

A: No.

Did you...

I don't know. I never heard nothing about...

Did you report it to anybody?

A: ...that. No, I didn't say nothing man.

Yeah. You don't - yeah.

I'm old school man.

You - yeah, yeah.

And - and that's what my flesh is gonna heal man.

Yeah. I figured that's what you were going to tell me.

Yeah. I - I didn't...

Um...

...do nothing. You know? But they did come and apologize to me the next
morning when they came on shift, that evening. On the 25th. Came to my
door and he apologized to me. And I said, "You know what? That was fucked
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up. Look what you did to me man. Look at my eye. Look at my head man." I
go, "That's fucked up man. You're fucking coward, dude." I'm gonna be
honest. Like I told him, "You're a fucking coward dude. I'll beat your ass one
on one, fool." Then that's when he goes, "Well, I'm sorry And I said,
"You know what man? It w- it happened. It is what it is man." He goes,
"Okay. Welcome to my dorm." Then that's when some Northern rider tried to
push up on me. Walked in my cell. I tried to talk to this big fucking kid, man.
Tried to talk to him. He's cold cocked me. I shut my door and it was on.
Even though you were hurt?

A: Yeah. It was on and cracking man. That motherfucker cold cocked me.
And then Lee started spraying but [ wouldn't stop. I'm old school man. I'm - I -
I'm the epitome of that old s- can't stop, won't stop bullshit.

This is after you got back from the hospital?

A: No, this is, uh, after he apologized me and ran dayroom. I didn't go to the
hospital that night. I didn't go to the hospital until after that fight.

So this was in A then?

A: Mm-hm.

Okay.

And then after the fight, I - I wouldn't stop, and then they fucked me up again
man.

And then you went to the hospital?

A: Then I went to the hospital.

Okay. So do you know what day - date it was that you went...

On the 25th of July sir.

That you went to the hospital?

A: Yes sir.

Okay. So, the deputies did that to you on the - in the early morning hours.
Deputy, um...

Then you went to your cell.

...Mohafty.

Lee apologized.

He came in that next day, at 6 o'clock, on his shift. He did his rounds.

In the evening or in the...

And I'm watching him.

...morning?

A: In the evening.

Okay. So on his next shift.

He's doing rounds. And I'm watching him. And then he looks - he looks up at
my cell. And then he walks up the stairs. And I said oh fuck, man.

So you sat there bleeding with a broken jaw all day?

A: All day man. I didn't even know my jaw was broken.

But bleeding? Did anybody come and...
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My head was gushing...

...treat your bleeding?

A: No. No.

And then he came at about 6 o'clock, apologized...

Apologizing.

...does his rounds. And then the other dude comes in. It's on.

It's on and cracking.

How long did that go on?

A: Oh...

Couple - couple seconds?

A: ...shit. No man, I shut my door and I didn't want to stop. I wanted to
annihlate that fucking kid for punching me the way he did.

And what happened to him?

I don't know man. I - I - I-1don't know, 'cause I didn't stop. Then I heard all
the troops coming. Then that's when I finally stopped and opened my door.
And they all rushed in.

And they just...

They dragged me out.

...took you right to the hospital?

A: They dragged me out. Punched me in my ribs. Punched me in my head.
Dragged me down here. And then that's when I seen Mohafty. Say, "Mohaffy
it's me." And he goes, I go, "Mohaffy, look what they did to me
man." Then I - then Mohaffy was the escort. And McMan? I think that's his
name. He's out there.

Yeah.

They're the - they - they were my transport to UMC that night. And -

and Mohaffy, when they were coming - when they took me out to UMC,
Mo- Mohafty goes, "What happened, OG?" And I - and I told him everything.
And I go, "Mohaffy, man, th- they're not like you guys. They're not old
school. They're fucking all young gung-ho motherfuckers, man. New
generation. Look what they did to me," and I explained him what happened.
And when you came back, you went to B?

A: Yes 'cause Loonberm saw me and - and I - like I said, ['ve always gotten
along with Loonberm. And Loonberm goes, "Hey you want to come
to moy dorm man? It's cool in there." I said, "Sure, Mr. Loonberm. I'll go to
your dorm." And that's where I'm at now.

You nervous about talking to me?

A: Hm?

Q: Are you nervous about talking to me?

No. When you tell the truth, you don't need to be nervous.

Well, I don't mean nervous about what's going to happen, or what I'm going to
do.
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I'm scared of what's going to happen to me.

That's what I'm talking about.

Yeah.

Do you like your housing?

Yeah I like my housing.

Would you want new housing?

No.

You're not that scared. Or you just don't want to be rolled up.

Don't matter where I'm at, man. I'm in jail. They gonna come and reach out
and touch me wherever I'm at, if that's the case.

So you want me to leave - leave you alone?

You make it sound like I'm the only one that's talking to you.

Uh, well you're only the second person I've talked to. I just...

Oh.

...started - I just started.

Oh. Um..

I just started. But I wanted to address your concerns. You know? I ge- [ mean,
I think...

I expressed it to Rogie. I've known Rogie a long - I've known Rogie for
decades man.

Um, th- I - I - I have to ask so I'm going to. Mental health is standing by. Did
you want to talk to them?

A: No.

You sure? Chaplain's standing by. Did you want to talk to him? They're both
standing by for anybody who wants to talk to 'em.

No. I just feel bad what happened to Michael, man.

Yeah, me too.

It's fucked up man.

I agree. That's why I'm here.

Are they going to find out that I talked to you?

Q: Who?

A: Well the - the deputies. That's - particuarly that shift that comes on
tonight.

No.

Then I'm okay.

Um, you know, um, you remember my name, right? Brown, like the color.
A: Your name?

Q: Like your shirt.

Of course I remember your name, yeah.

Like your shirt.

Just...
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Here's why I say that. Because, you can reach out whenever you want. And I'll
- and I'll help you.

I just think that what they did was wrong, man. I mean look what they did to
me, man. Just 'cause I wanted to get housed man. Same crew, not Loonberm
and them, but damn man, same fucking crew man. Look what they did to me
man. Ended up getting a huge fucking abscess underneath my chin that's cut
open now. It's still draining. Lost the tube, fucking my jaw's cracked, and then
I - turns out that I got to have surgery. Told my family. And they're all like
wow man, you serious? Yeah, I got to go get my jaw wired. And, sucks man.
It's not the same no more, um, Officer. The demeanor of the deputies is
absolutely and utterly different from the demeanor this new generation.
They're gung-ho man. I was in Corcoran with green squad, man, with - with -
with the fuckin' I - I - I was there with the, you know, I - I was there when
they would send us out to the yard with eight Southerners and just me, my
cellie and I man. They used to bet on us. I was there man. I know that. I know
what happens when you get deputies who are not as professional as others
man. And I also seen deputies in prison and in jail get all slick down,
becoming their own little gang man. ['ve watched it all. You know? And I've
been a victim of it. I - I - I see fight every 10 days in the shoe man. It be, you
know, myself and my cellie, they're betting on us. I've been there and done
that man. I'm older now man. I'm only here on some misdemeanors. I want to
go home. I think they're going to strike me out on this. But I want to go home.
I mean, I'm drooling and shit. Never, you know, I never thought this would
happen to me here. 'Cause I've always had a good rapport with all the deputies
here. Nursing staff, I don't - I don't swear at none of 'em. I'm very professional
when [ speak to 'em because they're here to assist me. And I'm here because of
my own bad decisions. I'm not - I don't take it out on nobody else. Yesterday
was wrong. What - what they did to me, was wrong. But I didn't make a big
stink about it. Because maybe I did get disrespectful by calling 'em lazy and
all that shit.

Well you are OG, aren't you?

A: Yeah. You know? So, that's - it is what it is. You know?

Q: Itis what it is.

Hey man, little ass whoopin' builds character sometimes. You know? You
know? That's precisely how I inventory it man. And I - and I - and - and I
inventory my secondary thought process to always remember never do that
again, man. You know? So...

Mistakes are only good mistakes if you learn from 'em.

That's right man. You know? So when you - when you - when you lose, you
win sometimes. You know? And that's precisely what happened with me.

Is there anything more that you want to tell me?
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Just don't let that kid's death go in vain man. He's good kid. Yeah he's little
, but...

You think they hurt that man?

A: Yes.

Do you think they killed that man?

Yes.

And that's because of what you saw and what you heard?

A: Yes.

All right.

But what spoke the most significant volume to me, is Loonberm's face when

I seen it.

How he reacted.

Yes.

All right man. Is that it?

A: That's it man.

I'm going to let you go back, okay?

Yes.
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