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INTERVIEW WITH
Q=Sgt. Leon
Q1=Sgt. Cortez
A=
(Unintelligible).
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You want that rollin' for back up (unintelligible)?

It don't matter. Yeah, go ahead.

Today is September 11, and it's about 10 after 3:00, almost, in the afternoon.

Okay.

I'm Sergeant Leon from the Sheriff's Office, Sergeant Cortez from the

Sheriff's Office. And...
Uh-huh. Okay.

...you are who?

Yeah.
Can I see your wristband, please?

Yeah.
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(Unintelligible).
Okay. Can you (unintelligible)?
(Unintelligible).

(Unintelligible).
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Um, , do you have any idea why we're here?

No.

Okay. First of all, you're not in any trouble.
Okay. Great. (Unintelligible).

Yeah.

(Unintelligible).

Good stuff. (Unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) - let's get the preliminaries...
(Unintelligible).

...out of the way...

Oh, man.

...'cause you probably see two guys in suits, and you see...

Yeah.
...all this...
Yeah.
...activity.

Right. Right.
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It's like, "What the heck is goin' on?"
Right. (Unintelligible).

All right. Bear with me for a second here.
Okay.

Um...

(Unintelligible).
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All right. Uh, the reason we're here is we're detectives from

the Sheriff's Office. And...
Okay.

..um...

(Unintelligible).

...were ye-...

(Unintelligible).

Are you familiar with the recent in custody death that occurred in 6B?

Yeah. It happened the day before I got here.
So you weren't even housed in there...

No.

... at the time?

No. Yeah.

Okay.
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It happened ri- yeah, it happened du- actually they were gonna to put me in 39
in that cell. There (unintelligible) bad mojo. The officers are talkin' amongst
themselves. And I go...

Mm-hm.

..."Man what I do wrong?" And that's - they don- they end up put me in 40,
but it was actually the cell right underneath me.

Yeah. Yeah.

Yeah.

It is.

This happened the day before I got there.
Okay.

Yeah.

So - so what day did you - when did you get booked in or when did...
I think it was the 28th. It was on a Friday.
Friday the 28th of September?
September, yeah.

And you got housed from Intake...

No. No.

...directly into there?

No, August.

August?

Yeah, last month.

Well that's true, 'cause we're not even...
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Yeah.

...nowhere near it.

Yeah.

That's how bad my memory is.

Right. Yeah, mine's bad too.

Okay, so you think somewhere around Friday, August, 28?
Yeah, but...

Do you remember the...

...uh, actually I got arrested, like, Friday evening, so I was here, like...
(Unintelligible).

...'til - they didn't house me 'til the next morning.

Early...

So...

...the next morning?

Er- yeah.

(Unintelligible).

Okay. Okay, so while you've been housed there, right, you said you were in
40?

Uh, no, they actually moved me to 1 now. I'm in Cell 1.
But you started in 40?

Yeah.
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And then now you're in Number 1?
One, yeah.
Mm-kay. Since you've been in there...
(Unintelligible).
...has anybody talked to you about...
(Unintelligible).
...uh, Tyree's death? That's the name of the inmate that - that (unintelligible).

Yeah. No. I don't know too much about it. I just been, like, catchin' stuff on
the news. They've been puttin' stuff...

Okay.

Yeah.

Has - has it - have other investigators talked to you about it?

No.

No?

This the first time, yeah.

Have other inmates talked to you about it?

I kinda heard a little bit of stuff here and there but...

Okay.

...yeah, just that he was mentally ill and that, uh - that's pretty much it. That,
you know, they - the - the guy was - he wasn't a bad guy just - and, uh, the -
he was actually going home in a few days.

Okay.

That - that I also heard, but not other than that, not too much more.
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Okay. Have you heard the officers discussing it?

No. No. I haven't heard nothin' - nothin' - nothin' about the officers, no.
Okay. Um, have you heard anything negative coming from the officers?
No. No.

No?

Yeah. No, I don't know. It's just - you know, they've kinda just been - yeah,

they haven't been sayin' too much. There was some comments made inside the
building. A couple - uh, one of the officers got upset sayin', "Keep the

rn

comments, you know, to yourselves regardless of what's happenin'.
(Unintelligible).

Who said that?

I don't n- remember the officer but it - it was...

(Unintelligible).

...somebody was - they were jokin' around the guys inside there, like...
Mm-hm.

"I'm scared," and somethin', like - somethin' like that. And the officer got - I
think he - he didn't get upset. He just said, "K- keep the comments. We know
there's a lot of stuff goin' on. Just keep comments. You know, we'll talk to you
if we needed to talk. If you guys wanna to talk (unintelligible)." He was - he
wasn't being bad.

(Unintelligible).

He was just kinda, like, tryin' to keep things on a cool level, I guess.

Okay. So it was other prisoners that we're talking about it?

Yeah. Yeah.
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And then the officer made that statement to them?

Yeah.

Okay. How would you describe - while you've been here, how y- would you
describe the attitude of the officers towards you and the other...

They've been...

... iInmates?

They've been okay. They've been all right.
Mm-kay.

Yeah, they haven't - there was one officer that came in, and he was kinda, like,
younger officer...

Mm-hm.
... (unintelligible) program twice. He came in, and he just, like - there was
somethin' that happened, uh, (unintelligible), I guess, broke a window or

somethin' by accident. He locked us down. But two times he came in, he didn't
wanna let us program, but other - the officers have been okay about it.

Okay. So no type of pressures against you...
No. No.

...that you've...

No.

...or to the others that you've seen or heard?
No. No.

(Unintelligible).

Okay.
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(Unintelligible).
Does it just seem like they're tryin' to do their job then or...
Yeah, pretty much. Yeah.

Okay. All right. If - if anyone in the dorm -- yourself or others -- were to feel
pressured by the officers that work in there...

Mm-hm.

...do you guys know what recourses you have as far as...

Yeah, they all...

.like...

There's some phone numbers on the - on the wall and stuff, like, for, uh...
(Unintelligible).

...um, Internal Affairs I do believe.

Okay.

Yeah, so I - [ know that if you're havin' an issue, like, with officers, you know,
you can call that number.

You can call that number, you know, you can do grievances.
Oh, grievances. Yeah, okay.

All right? Are you...

All right.

Do you know that you can ask to talk to a supervisor...

Um, no.

...as well?
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No. But, yeah, that's good to know.

Yeah. I mean, do you see those supervisors walk in and...

Yeah, they've been comin' through, yeah.

...and check the logs. And...

Yeah. Yeah.

Yeah, so at the very least you can talk to one of them when they enter.
(Unintelligible).

Okay.

Okay?

All right.

(Unintelligible).

All right. That's - I mean, unless you can think of...

Yeah. No.

...any. That's why we're just tryin' to make sure that everything's goin' okay.
Okay. All right.

You know, just got an - an abundance of caution.

Okay. That's...

Okay?

Okay.

So if - if anything (unintelligible) does happen, definitely feel free to take

advantage of the different methods that we've already discussed, like, the
phone numbers...
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...asking to speak to supervisors, grievances, so on and so forth.

Okay. That's fine.
That sounds fair?
Yeah, it sounds fair.
You feel okay now?

Yeah, I'm okay.

I know we should have started off with, "Hey nobody's in trouble."

(Unintelligible). Okay.
You have any questions for us?
No. That's it.

You feel good?

Yeah.

Thank you.

All right. Sure.
Appreciate it.

No problem.

All right.

All right.

You guys have a good one.

You too.
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All right.
And it's, uh, oh, 3:15, and the interview's over.

Okay.
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This transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

transcription.
Signed






