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Page 1
INTERVIEW WITH

Q=Sergeant Brown

Q1=Sergeant Omori

A=

Al=

913, 1120 hours, ATC neighbors Titus. Hello, good morning, how are
you?
Pretty good.

I see you guys are on your way out.

Yeah, you want to talk to us?

Yeah, I mean, maybe just a couple minutes of your time, is that okay?
That's fine, I'm just picking my parents up for lunch.

Oh.

We're good.

Don't, don't...

(Unintelligible).

Don't - be careful right there.

Yeah. You could trip. Thank goodness for backup cameras.

Yeah, no kidding, right?
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42 A: I can't do this by myself without back up cameras. I have to tell you how
43 freaked out I am. stop. No, just stop. Please stop (unintelligible).
44

45 Q: Good morning, sir.

46

47 Al: Good morning.

48

49 Q: Sergeant Brown, Sergeant Omori. We're the Sheriff's Office.
50

51 Al: I-1see.

52

53 Q: Uh, we're the Detectives handling, uh, the - the case here.

54

55 Al: Yeah.

56

57 Q: Just was kind of hoping maybe to get, you know, um, clearly you guys are
58 neighbors.

59

60 Al: Yeah.

61

62 Q: Just maybe some information, how well you knew your neighbors, how long
63 maybe you've been neighbors, things like that.

64

65 Al: Mm-hm.

66

67 Q: Uh, first off, your name, sir?

68

69 Al:

70

71 Q:

72

73 Ql: (Unintelligible).

74

75 Q:

76

77 Al:

78

79 Q:

80

81 Al: Yeah.

82
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Yeah.

Pleasure to meet you both. Um, sorry it's under these circumstances.
Yeah.

Um, but how well did you know your neighbors?

Um, well, we've lived here for 24 years, uh, so 22 years, something like that,
and we've been neighbors the whole time.

They've lived here...
They've lived...

...the whole time?
...here the whole time.
Okay.

Um, and we've been friendly with them on and off throughout the years, um,
have been good neighbors...

Uh-huh.

...um, and such. Um, I know that (Gene) was a little bit of a curmudgeon kind
of guy, very firm in his beliefs and stuff like that. And yet we always got
along with him well. Um, he had a couple of run-ins with our son...

Um, um.

Okay.
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...but that's just things that happened before, but, uh, things had gotten better.
Anything over the top at all?
Yeah. Well, recently, our son had (unintelligible).
Tried to figure out...

Several times, okay?

Oh okay.

Oh good.

But, anyhow, um, but, so, and (Gene) had a - a son that has similar issues that
he cut out of his life.

Right.

I know - T- we've talked to them and, um, and so I think he kind of saw that in
and he - he kind of empathized with us because of what we were going
through and...

Right.

...but he kind of had a thing for So the big truck is my son's truck and
I think it was about a year ago got it on video because - (Gene)
came out with a bat and when was leaving and, uh, it's a loud truck.

But he got in and turned it on, and he was over here on our, you know not in
front of their house, and he came over, and he said, "You turned your lights
on, on purpose." And he goes, "No dude I just turned the car on." And he was

thre- he stuck the bat in the car and was like, "Dude just shut the
door." You could tell he was afraid and was afraid and - and he said,
um, you know, "Come out here like a man." Or whatever and said,

"Dude just let me go." And so that was pretty over the top, um, and I just said,
"Just stay out of his way." I think he's - has dementia. That's - my - my parents
both have dementia. That's - we're going to pick them up for lunch and I just
think he was stuck in an angry place, and I was walking the dog, and he
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flashed the flashlight at me, and then he said, "Are you going to clean that shit
up after you're done." And I go, "Yeah, (Gene)." You know, "No, problem."
And he - he kept flashing the light at me. So I just have a feeling and she - she
walks a lot.

Yeah.

And we talked to her because he really doesn't come out of the house very
much at all. You know his yard used to be immaculate.

Oh, yeah.

And he let the weeds grow up like that. We offered to have the gardener cut it
down and stuff. She said, "Oh no, it's (Gene)'s yard you know, you can't touch
his yard." You know?

Yeah. And she was Japanese and had a really hard time with the English
language.

Right.

So trying to explain some of that to us was hard because we were trying to
pick every second or...

Right.

...third word out so.

But she said, "He sleeps all the time, and he - he gets angry, and sometimes
I'm afraid." And I said - I said, "You know if you ever are afraid, you can

come to our house." This was in the last five months. And so I was a little bit
concerned. And...

Right.

...when they said last night when they stopped and knocked on the door and
said they're doing a welfare check. You know, and it's really - because...

Ouch.

...we've been gone for two weeks. We just got back last night. So, um, so in
that way...
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All of them (unintelligible).

...and I know he had guns over there. And that even kind of freaked me out. I
was like, oh no. Um, so I was kind of worried for my son. He wasn't living
here, you know, recently. Um, so I was kind of glad that - yeah.

Um, prior to (Gene)'s, um, [ mean you mentioned dementia. Um, maybe...
That's just my opinion. It's not...

Opinion, I get that.

It's not...

Yeah.

I get that.

It's not...

I get that, um, uh, uh, and I understand, you know that - that will progress, you
know as time...

Yeah.

...goes on. But prior to maybe the - the start of this, you know progression,

um, did - did he have many anger issues? Was this incident with uh,

after this - these issues started happening or was that prior to?

Kind of in the middle - middle.

Kind of in the middle. has had issues since he was 17 up until about

six or seven months ago when he finally figured out life. But, um, he and
would have battles periodically, more verbal than anything else.

Uh-huh.

But...

Not too much.
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But like not too much. But he always treated us well. I think he felt sorry for
us because he had gone through the same thing...

Same...

...with his son.

Yeah.

So...

Always gruff with her.

Yeah, he's always gruff with her. She was very submissive...

Uh, I don't know. Last night I...

...to him. He always ruled the roost. Whatever he said, she would do. Um, we
were doing some tree trimming three or four months ago, and he was getting
mad at her because she was trimming the tree and...

Oh.

...told her not to. And it was just always like a one-sided relationship it
seemed like. He was the man of the house. He was the one dominant. She
didn't speak English very well. She was very submissive. But she'd be out here
working in the yard in 80, 90 degree heat. And she's 91 or 92 years old.
Right, right.

And he wouldn't come out to help her. He just...

I think he...

...would not come out of the house.

...would come out, it was - that was late though.

Yeah.

She said he slept all day.
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Other than - than maybe his deteriorating, you know, mental, uh, health, uh,
did he have any other medical problems or conditions that you guys were
aware of?

Um, he had a motorcycle accident five or six years ago which put him in the
hospital, um, but other than that, that was the only, um, serious thing that we
heard anything about.

So in maybe, you know, submissive fashion, would it be unusual then to hear
like verbal arguments coming from there?

Uh, in the - if we were in the backyard.

Yeah.

He would, I mean, he would like she was digging a hole or something in the
back. This is many years ago, but he's stupid. I mean, he - he really...

Verbally abusive.

It was - it was pretty bad.

Gentleman...

Pretty constant?

I don't - we don't - I don't remember ever hearing yelling coming from the
inside of the house or slamming doors or anything like that, but [ know he
was...

And that would be pretty constant?

Uh, we would hear it.

Would it be a one-sided thing?

Huh?

Oh yeah.

Oh yeah.
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I never heard her.
Yeah, never heard her say anything.
I never heard her say anything.
With - with her, uh, her - her language, uh, barrier did he speak Japanese?
Hello?
[ don't know.
I - I don't know if he did or not.
Her mother lived there for, um, any - a number of years when we first moved
in. She was living there in the front bedroom I think. And, um, I don't think
she spoke any English. So I don't know if (Gene) spoke Japanese or not. I'm
assuming that maybe he did. But...
I never heard him any Japanese.
I - I don't know.
Because we've spoken to her and yeah, it's - it's very tough.
It's hard. Yeah.
It's very tough.
Yeah. Yeah.
So I just was curious because I know they've been married quite some time.
Yeah.
Yeah.

Um, how in almost 60 years...

Yeah.
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...you know, the communication was there. Um...
Yeah.

...and they just have the one son, correct?

They have a daughter I think in...

or something. But I think they have grandkids. There's pictures
in there with grandkids. I - I think they have a daughter. Um, that's who I
thought maybe had called. Like maybe, she called her and said that (Gene)'s
got a gun, or he's beating me up. [ don't even know. [ mean, I - you know, you
don't know. But I think the daughter lives not too far away. But I could be
totally wrong. Because I know they've come to visit.
Yeah.

And because we put a shed up, and they said oh - or an umbrella, and they
said, "Can you not put it there because she's coming to visit." Or something.

Did you ever happen to - to see any of his guns at all?

No.

No.

Um, were you ever having a chance to go inside their - their house?
Yeah.

Yes.

All right. Bye.

Did you see any lying around or...

No.

...maybe displayed in any way?
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No. Um...
We were more looking at her Japanese artwork.
Yeah, um, we pretty much - or at least I - I went to the kitchen, all the family
room, dining room, the living room area, the master bedroom, the hallway, the
bathroom. Um, the bedroom on this side, I don't think I went into except to
look at one picture that he had - he had...
Turn in right here.
...up on the wall. He was always, when we'd go over and talk to him, he'd
always say, "Come on in, have some tea." And always wanted to talk, and so
it was more like a half hour visit whenever you'd go over, you'd just ask him if
he's okay.
But very cordial?
I know the gun thing...
Yes.
Yeah.
He, uh...
I know the gun thing he - because he shot a heron in his backyard.
Oh.
And he was telling me and that's an early indicator...
Yeah.
...um, that it was trying to get his Koi fish because the Koi pond...
Right.
...used to be full of beautiful Koi and, um, he said oh, and he's telling me

about this and how he shot the heron and how it was hiding behind the tree
and how he was shooting. I was like I don't want to hear this, but I'm slightly
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going oh okay. So I think maybe that's where I got the gun reference was
when he said that.

Were there any issues over that incident with any of the other neighbors? The
heron.

Did they say anything about that?
Not - not that I...

It might have been because...
The, uh...

...I think there were different, I know there were different back door
neighbors.

At the time?

At that point.

Over the years.

And...

Yeah.

...I think

Yeah.

...probably moved in around the same time as we did, so I - I'm not sure.
How long ago was that incident?

That was probably - it was when we had our (unintelligible).
Late 90's.

Oh, a while ago then?
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Yeah.
Yeabh, it was a long time ago.
Yeah. It was - it was quite a while ago.

Yeah. So I think...

Before I forget to ask, did the - the sheriff's office come out for the incident
between him - he and The - the - with the truck?

No, was like, "Oh, I don't want to call the cops all that."
This is before kind of straightened up.
Right.

Yeah.

So he really didn't want to talk to any cops. He...
Understood.

...didn't want...

Yeah.

...anything to do with it. Because he...

But he kept the video.

...felt like he was going to get...

He still has it?

He has an audio.

I have it.

Oh, you have it.
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He has an audio.
It's a video.
O, it's a video?
I think it's a video.
Oh, okay. I just remembered the (unintelligible).
No. I think it's a video. I have it on my phone. It's pretty scary.
(Unintelligible).
I understand.

I mean is being kind of a little bit of a jerk saying old man and stuff
but...

But he stayed in his car, he did not get out at all.
Do you have any problems with, uh, (Gene) and Their son.
Oh no, we never met him.

We never met him.

He was gone before we moved in.

Oh really?

Yeah.

Oh, it's been that long.

It's been long.

She wasn't sure, but she said it had been some time.
Yeah.

Yeah. I - the impression I got was well before we moved in.
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Really?

Yeah. It's been...

I'm almost positive.

...a long time.

Because and he just had no use for him at all. And he said, "Oh, she was softer
than, um, me." You know, and you could tell, uh, he was really hurt by that
whole thing. It was - yeah.

Did he talk about much?

I don't know...

Um, I don't know who that is.

..o

His granddaughter.

Oh, I don't know if that's - is that - I - well I don't know if it's from the son or
if it's from the daughter. I think - I think there's a daughter. I'm not positive.

Uh, we noticed he has a couple, uh, of surveillance cameras out there. Do you
folks have any surveillance cameras? Do you know when it was? Maybe he
put those cameras up?

No, I don't.

(Unintelligible), uh, no.

Did he speak much about - worrying about intruders, worrying about
burglaries in the area? Did it bother him much? Did he say much about it?

Well, we didn't really see him...
We haven't talked...

...much in...
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...in the last year?

Yeah, especially the last two or three months. He would not...

But he stayed inside?

Yeah.

He stayed inside or...

She said, "He was sleeping all the time." She made him a New Year's dinner,
prime rib, and she said, "I made all of this, his favorite foods and all this
stuff." And then she said, "We ate a box of chocolate, and he got mad at me
for - we had to throw it out." So we haven't seen him, like I said...

Yeah.

...we were, you know, kind of concerned because we hadn't seen him at all in
the yard. And just went to the pond.

That was last time?

So, uh, yeah. That was probably the last time I talked to him. That was...
How long ago was that?

Four or five months ago.

Oh wow. Pretty thoughtful though.

Very thoughtful.

Yes. Very thoughtful.

That's why for - for us, he was fine. He was just short-tempered.

He liked to us, I think.
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Yeah.

Yeah. You know, the two of us.

Any problems with any of the other neighbors that you're aware of?
Not...

Is he (unintelligible).

Not that I'm aware of.

Uh, I'm going to give you my - my business card.

Okay.

Uh, but I'm doing it for a reason. The email address is on the bottom there.
Okay.

I would really like that video or audio...

Okay. Yeah.

...whatever it is, if that's okay.

Yeah, that's fine.

Um, and I know - and just so you know, um...

(Unintelligible).

...I'm not real sure how to pronounce her name.

I think it's
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708 Q: Yeah, she - she's - she's not here. She's not going to be here, uh, for a couple
709 days.
710
711 Al: Okay.
712
713 Q: Um, uh, she's with a - a - I think it's a mutual family friend that she's...
714
715 Al: Okay.
716
717 Q: ...staying with.
718
719 A: Okay.
720
721 Q: Um, but, um, when she comes back, she'll - she'll - she'll be by herself. Uh...
722
723 A: Yeah.
724
725 Q: Uh, so, um, don't be surprised if maybe she's...
726
727 A: She doesn't cry.
728
729 Q: ...you know maybe looking for help. Or...
730
731 A: Yeah.
732
733 Q: ...you know...
734
735 Al: Yeah.
736
737 Q: ...hopefully somebody - some kind of family member will come and offer
738 some kind of help.
739
740 A: Yeah.
741
742 Q: Um...
743
744 A: With the...
745
746 Ql: Were you guys home yesterday evening?
747
748 Al: Yes.

749
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Did you hear what was going on out here?
Kind of.
With - with our deputies?
Sort of, um, they knocked on our door, um, and asked for a phone number or
asked if we had seen him. And I said, "No, we had just come back from two
weeks overseas." And - and then he said, "Well, do you have a phone number
for him?" So I went inside, got the phone number, and - and it was the same
number that they had been trying to call. Um, so he said, "Thank you." And I
stood out in the road on the front walkway and noticed all the commotion
going on. Um, and then I did hear the pops go off.
Wait, you - you told me that you told him that he had dementia.

Yes, I told him that he did have dementia or - or that - that I thought he had
dementia.

What time about did they come and speak with you guys?
Was it (unintelligible).

A little bit before 8:00.

We were asleep because we were jet-lagged.

I'm sure.

So we were kind of like...

Yeah.

Yeah.

...half - half awake. I heard the knock on the door, the door- doorbell, right
away [ go, someone's at the door. Go get."

Yeah.

"Go answer." So that's - and then you came out.
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Right.
And then I...
And talked to them.
Then he came in looking for the number and said, "There's a welfare check."
So then I got worried. So then I got up, and I was kind of going down the side
of the house. There the - the back part of the house that is by there. That
comes out to this front bedroom. And I thought I heard - and which probably
was gunshot maybe or something. I don't know. I thought I heard tapping.
Maybe it was just tapping on the windows. I thought I heard tap, tap, tap, tap,
tap. Like the police were maybe trying to wake somebody up.
Mm-hm.
And that's all I heard was...
When you heard...
...the - I heard...
...the tapping did you hear any verbal sheriff's office?
No.
Did you hear announcing who was there anything like that?
I - I didn't hear any voices, I just heard some tapping. And whether or not that
was gunshots and I just heard tapping or whether it was tapping on the
window, I - I could not say. And I didn't hear any voices at all from - and we
had our - that side windows were shut.

Yeah.

We had our other window open, but that's all. Did - what - and then he was
out here.

What - what - what's your name, sir again?
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Yeah.

Can you walk us through when, after the deputies left initially...
Okay.

...asking for his phone number...

Right.

...and contact information and whatnot, you - you said you stood out on your
walkway in your robe.

Yeah, we were...

Walk me through from that point on to what you heard, what you saw, um...
Okay.

...as far as their contact at the house after that.

Um, what remember, again being half asleep.

Mm-hm.

Mm-hm.

Um, and whatever, I gave him the number, I was about equal with the birch
tree...

Okay.

...in the walkway. We both walked out to here, and he explained he was trying
to get the welfare check and they - they were going to try to call again. Thank
you very much for your help. So I stood at where the brickwork crosses with
the planter box. I stood there for a few minutes.

Okay.
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I'm thinking five minutes or so, observing the number of cars that were here,
thinking that was unusual just for the welfare check to have so many cars
here. Then I noticed the police, I think three gentlemen walking up the
driveway. And I kept looking around, and then I heard pop, pop, pop, pop.
Thinking, I'm not sure what that exactly is, but it sort of sounded like gunfire.
And at that point [ went back in the house because I didn't want to be involved
in it or get - if something was...

Okay.

...being carried out.

But then you saw her come out quickly with people.

Right, and we were in the front bedroom kind of peering out the window to
kind of see what was going on. And then I saw her come out with two
officers, I think, either one or two officers, just to get her out of the area and
put her in the back seat of the car and - and be able to give her a space blanket
or whatever to try to keep her warm. But she was talking...

And then did you see them...

...but it was...

...going fast after that?

No, this was before the pop, pop, pop.

You saw them going fast?

Yes.

Not just walk up?

More - more - more than just a walk, yet it was not a run.

So how - I'm very interested when you saw three deputies walk up the
driveway.

Mm-hm.

How soon thereafter would you estimate you heard the pop, pop, pop, pop?
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I - not sure I could say. I think it was fairly rapidly, 30 seconds a minute, a
minute and a half, something like that, but I could be wrong because again, |
was having sleep be- because of the jet lag.

Right. And can you tell me about maybe the tempo of the - the gunshots that
you heard? Did they seem to be very tightly grouped in rapid succession or
were they pop, pop, pop?

No, it wasn't slow. It was fairly rapid.

It was - was it all in succession? Kind of in a...

Kind of like a machine gun kind of thing, but it was a pop, pop, pop, pop, pop
and that was it.

Okay.
I don't know four or five it would be hard for me to remember.
Four or five though approximately?

It would be hard for me to remember whether it's four, six, or seven, or it was
just more than a couple.

Okay.

I'm going to break it down even a little more. When you saw them go up the
driveway, the three officers.

Yeah.

Could you see what they were wearing?

No. I wouldn't be able to remember what they were wearing.
Did you see if a car went up the driveway?

I didn't see any car go up the driveway.

I don't think we could see.
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And right about the time that you heard the pops, four or five of them, did you
hear yelling or screaming at that - at that time?

No.

If, um, in 24 years maybe, if - if I'm standing in the driveway of, uh, the
(Craig)'s house there.

Yeah.

And, uh, I'm yelling at something, would - would you have an experience to
know that you could hear that from your house? No?

I don't think I'd be able to hear. Because I'm standing over here with a whole
wing of a house here. (Unintelligible) house there.

As well as theirs. Yeah.
To go over the top.

And the driveway is...
Yeah.

...sunken back a little bit.
It's setback. Yeah.
Setback.

So I - I would not have - I would not think that I could have heard anything
and I don't remember hearing anything as far as any verbals.

And how - was it loud gunshots or did it seem kind of muffled or?

It didn't seem as loud as I would have thought, but again, maybe it was
because of the two house wings being there and...

Right.

And hindering the noise.
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1001 QI: How many patrol vehicles do you estimate you saw on the street?
1002
1003 ATl: Five or six, maybe seven.
1004
1005 QI: Okay.
1006
1007 Al: Lights going.
1008
1009 Q: In - in case I need to contact you for any- anything, maybe a question pops up.
1010
1011 ATl: Yeah.
1012
1013 Q: Uh, how would I contact?
1014
1015 Al: Um, home phone number is and cell phone is
1016
1017 Q: I know you folks are - are heading out, so I won't keep you - keep you too
1018 long. Uh, if you can, yeah, please remember, you know to send that, uh, uh,
1019 video or audio, whatever it is, to us.
1020
1021 ATl: Yeah.
1022
1023 Q: Because that's - that's probably going to be pretty important to us...
1024
1025 Al: Okay.
1026
1027 Q: ...even though, how - how old would you say that is?
1028
1029 A: There's probably a date on it. I - I would say within the last year.
1030
1031 Q: Okay. Okay.
1032
1033 A: I- I'm sure there's a date on it.
1034
1035 Al: It's further back than six months. Because it was...
1036
1037 A: Oh wait cause actually he sent - he sent it to me after the fact. Um, but
1038 you'll have the video.
1039
1040 Ql: Sure, sure, sure.
1041

1042 Al: Yeah.
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Um, I-1..

Drawing a blank from here. Yeah.

I think we're good right now. I think, uh, we should go get to lunch.

Yeah. Yeah.

I don't know if you guys talked to her or not or if you can let her know that
you know 'cause she may not come over and ask us for help just so that we
know when she's back. But if you let her know that she can come...

Sure, sure.

...you know?

Sure.

Because I know he was, um, in the hospital for like a couple months but - but
she never came over to ask - she was walking to the store every day.

Oh man.
And she...
Okay.

...didn't ask for help. So I - I just would not want - and I, you know it's kind of
awkward to go over and...

Yeah.

...I - T don't want to feel like I'm a butting in or nosy neighbor kind of thing.
She probably wouldn't feel that way but.

Yeah.

All right folks, well we appreciate your time.
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Thank you for your time.

All right.

Thank you very much.
You're very welcome.
Thank you ma'am.

Take care. End at 1142.
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