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INTERVIEW WITH
Interviewer: Sgt. Cardenas
/
Case # 16-256-0411S

Page 1

INTERVIEW WITH
Q=Sgt. Cardenas
A=
Q1=Unidentified Male
Al=Unidentified Female
How are you folks tonight?
Fine, how about you?
I'm doing good, thank you. Um, I understand both - both of you...
She was...
...0T...
...here in the car...
Okay.
...] was outside.
Okay.
She drove me, 'cause I don't drive at - I don't - I try not to drive at night.
Okay. Um...

Could you talk to her first and get her to where she can get on home?

Yeah, that sounds like a good idea. You wanna do them simultaneous or
separate?

Um, we can do them...
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Don't matter to us.
I mean, we'll do them together.
Okay.
Or - or (unintelligible) separate.
Yeah - yeah.
We'll just do it separate, that way we'll get them done at the same time.
Okay.
You cool with that?
Yeah - yeah.
Go ahead and talk to my wife, (unintelligible) get going.
O, sure, that's fine.
Here, let's come on back over here, sir. My name is Jim Cardenas. I'm a s-...
(Unintelligible). Jim?

Yeah, Jim.

Nice to meet you, thanks for sticking around, man.
Mm-hm.

I'mas-...

I'm not going anywhere until is taken care of.
Okay.

She's got nobody.
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Uh - uh is it - is it your, I'm sorry who is...
she's (Gene)'s wife.
Okay. And is that who's in the car?
Yes, mm-hm.
Oh, okay.
No - no - no - my - not my car, up in the police car.
Oh, okay - okay.
The little, a little Japanese lady.

All right. Now what's your last name?

Mm-hm.

And what's your date of birth,

And where do you live?

Oh - and how about a phone number?
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Mm-hm.

And is that a landline or a cell phone?

Cell phone.

Okay. Do you have a landline (unintelligible)?

No.

Okay. Nobody does anymore.

No, we - we just rid of it about two weeks ago.

Really? Okay.

Yeah.

How about, um, uh, you have a work address? Or...

I'm retired.

Okay, good for you. So tell me, uh, tell me what happened here.

Ain't much to tell except that, um, their neighbor here is a friend of a friend of
ours, and, uh, he calls - which is a friend of ours - and says, "Do y'all
know anything about We can't get her to answer the

door. And the dau- daughter in - his, uh, daughter - daughter-in-law's baby
called.

Mm-hm.

Well she's not a baby anymore, but they seem like it, they talked to her. But
the grandbaby was, uh, couldn't get a hold of them and I said - I said, "Well,

I'll run over and check on them and see what's wrong."

Mm-hm.
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So I come over here to see what was wrong and the cops was already here
and...

Okay.
And, um, in a few minutes it was bam - bam - bam - bam - bam.

Yeah, so what happened once - once you arrived here? Kinda describe that
for me.

Oh, there was a bunch of, uh, sherriff's up in the all- up in the driveway and
around the driveway with their lights on.

Did - did you come in this car right here?
Yeah, mm-hm.

Okay. And so, uh, you parked right there...
(Unintelligible).

...where is it, right where we see it?
Uh-huh, yeah...

Okay.

Yeah.

And (unintelligible)...

My wife stayed there and I got out and went - went up there to see what was
going on.

Okay.

And, um, they told us, they said, "We don't know what's going on," they said,
"But you're gonna have to back up and get out - get - get away," you know. |
said, "Well what's going on?" I said, "Well, um - um, nobody can get a hold
of him? (Unintelligible) let me do it?" "No - no we can't do that." So, uh,

I said, "Well," you know so they asked me to come down here and I waited
over at my friend's - the, uh, house over there.
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Yeah.

And, um, and I heard them talking about guns. And, uh...
You heard the Deputies...

Yeah.

...talking about guns? Okay.

And I walked up and said, "Listen, he's got guns, but they're all locked up in a
big safe."

Mm-hm.

"And they stayed locked up all the time except for one pistol...

Mm-hm.

...that he sleeps with under his pillow."

Okay.

I said, "Now if he's asleep, don't walk in his bedroom."

Okay.

And, um, so, um, I - they asked me to come on back, so I got back over here
and, um, they banged on the door a few more times and then - then they went
around back and few minutes I heard bam - bam - bam - bam - bam. Four,
five, six shots.

Okay.

And - and then that - and then I see them dragging Miss Harue out and I
thought, oh, God. So I run over there to help with them, and I got her calmed
down for a second, but then they made me leave.

Okay.

And, um, so, um, and that's all.
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Okay. Where - where were you - you say you backed a- you backed away

from...

I -Iyeah...

...after you talked about the guns?

Yeah. I come back over here to this...

I'm sorry - and I'm sorry, which house is...

It's...

...their house?

...the second house.

From where the - so the one with...
(Unintelligible).

...kind of the window with the peak? With the...
No that's, no - no...

...eaves?

...the next...

The next house down?

Right.

Okay.

Mm-hm.

So, about where did you back - back away from?

I - I was standing in the driveway.
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Right by those garbage...
Yeah...
...cans right there?
Mm-hm.
Okay. And were they kinda - police cars got its lights going?
Right, mm-hm.
All right. And you were on that side of the road?
Right.
Okay. And so you heard - did you hear anything else other than gunshots?
No, not until...
Okay. Anything that precedes it?
...after the gunshots. Af-...
What'd you hear after?
After the gunshots it was most people hollering (unintelligible).
Okay - okay. Did you hear anything, um, prior to - between - you said...
No.
...you talked about, uh, some pounding on the door?
No.
Did - did you hear anything after that?
No.

Okay.
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They just all went around to the back. And I think one stayed out here, but the
rest of them went around the back. And, uh, a few minutes after they got
around there, a few seconds after they got around there...

Okay.

...the gunfire, bow - bow - bow - bow - bow.

About how many - about how many...

I thought it was five or six. But...

Deputies or gunshots?

Oh, gunshots.

Okay. About how many Deputies...

Deputies...

...went in the back?

Let's see the little girl, I think she stayed back on this side. Let's see, about
three of them, I think.

Okay.

Maybe four.

Okay.

Yeah. But I'm not...

And where did...

I'm...

Where did you see them go?

They just - they - they come around and went into the, um, the side yard. I'm
familiar with their yard...
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Yeah.
...'cause I'm there a lot.
Okay.
Uh, they went in the side yard and went around to the back. He had already
unlocked the back gate for them earlier. He has a key for the gate, but he
didn't have a key to the yar- to the door anymore. Because...
I'm sorry, who - who would unlock the...
The - the neighbor here.
Okay.
And, um - um, he, uh, he put in this big deadbolt, big solid door.

Uh-huh.

Uh, and nobody had a key to it. So, um, wasn't a way to get in through that
way. You couldn't hardly break it in. You know?

Oh, okay. Now - now who's the neighbor that, uh, set up that lock, do you
know? Do you know his name?

I do, and I can't think of it.
Okay.

He - he worked for Lockheed for years and years and he's a friend of -ar-a
friend of a good friend of mine.

Okay.
And, um, oh, but I can't think of his name right now.
So when did - when did he unlock the gate?

He told me - he - we were talking about it, he said, "w- we al- I unlocked the
gate and I ran around back and still couldn't get him to answer the door."
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Okay.
So I said...
And that's when...
No, now this was earlier.
Okay.
Before...
This was before you got here?
Before I got here.
Okay.

Yeah. And I said, "You know, they could be asleep, but dadgum, it don't
seem like they could be that sound asleep."

Yeah.

'Cause they had the - the spotlight shining in the bedroom door - bedroom...
Uh-huh.

...window. And, um, banging on the doors and...

Yeah.

...and everything. So...

And, um, and I'm sorry to ask you again, but what are your friend's names
again here that - that live at the house that were - that we were

at? (Gene)? Wasiit...

(Gene)...

(Gene).

(Gene). (Gene) and Yeah, Craig. (Gene) and
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Do you know how to spell

No, it's a Japanese name.

Okay. All right. And Craig is the last name?
Yes. Uh-huh. (Gene) Craig.

Okay.

Navy - retired Navy boy.

Really?

Yeah. We have a lot of war stories.
Were you in the service too?

Yeah, I was in Vietnam.

Oh, thank you very much.

Yeah.

Um, so now, uh, let's go back - I wanna go back to the beginning. Um, when -
well when was the last time you talked to (Gene)?

Well, it's been a while. It's probably been two or three weeks since I talked to
him.

Okay.

And I talked to him over the phone then, but I've been - I've been out of town
a lot and been real busy, so I've missed quite a few (unintelligible) but we
always get together for dinner on Wednesdays.

Okay.

Wednesday nights.

Mm-hm.
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And, uh, but, um...

And who's we?

Um, me and (Gene) and and - and a friend of mine named
Okay.

And, uh, and sometimes his girlfriend. But, uh - uh we're all, you know, older
and - and retired.

Yeah.

So Wednesday nights are our night. And that's the only time they do
anything.

Okay.

They don't go anywhere, they don't - they go to get their groceries on
Wednesday.

Mm-hm.

And then on Wednesday afternoon and Wednesday night we - we go out to
dinner. So...

Okay.

..um...

But you hadn't been able to go for the past couple weeks?
No, uh-uh.

Okay.

Uh, but I talked to him a couple weeks ago on the telephone.
And how was he?

He was doing fine.
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Yeah.

Same old (Gene), you know?

Yeah.

Always fussing about something, you know?

What do you mean? Always fussing about something?

Oh, you know, first h- needed to work on his roof, and then - then they had to
put in a solar system, and then they had to put in a water system, that's just,
you know...

He keeps busy.

Yeah.

Okay.

Yeah.

All right. Any, um, any, uh - uh, did he ever say any - like any kind of mental
health issues or anything like that...

Oh...

...that you kn- are aware of?

I don't know if it's mental health issues, but...

Yeah.

...he's, um, he's a real, um, he's hard to get along with.
Really?

Uh...

Describe that.
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I-Tdon't - Ijust don't know how to tell you. He just...

Yeah.

He's just one of those types that he don't have very many friends 'cause he's -
he's hard to get along with.

Okay.

And of course, um, he and I - I mean I was a pilot and he was a pilot and - and
we have a lot to talk about.

Mm-hm.
And - and so we get along.
Yeah.

So, um, and then - but he's, uh, he fussing about everything. You know he's
86, 87 years old.

Okay.

Okay 85 I think he is now. 'Cause she's...

Yeah.

...89.

Okay.

Yeah. But he's always fussing about something.
Yeah. A cooperative guy, though?

But, um, oh yeah he - he'd give you the...

Okay.

...shirt off his back, you know.

Okay.
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Yeah.

Do you know if he ever - ever talk about any history with law
enforcement? Or...

Oh, no except for the fact that, uh, he's shot some birds and stuff that, uh - uh,
eat his kot fish.

Mm-hm.

He's got a - h- did have...
Mm-hm.

They're all gone now. But...
Yeah.

...he had a bunch of real expensive koi fish and built a $80,000 tank back there
for them and everything...

Yeah.
...S0...
Wow.

But, uh, and then a neighbor got onto him about, uh, shooting one of the
birds...

Okay.
...that was in there trying to catch his fish. And...
Yeah.

...and the man told him, he says, "If I catch you shooting a bird again, I'll
come over and kill you." You know, and so he had a run-in with him.

Yeah.
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But the - the officer that come and talk to him - I mean, I wasn't there, but
what he told me...

Mm-hm.

...the officer understood and said, "You just can't - you can't go back and
threaten him even if he threatens you."

Yeah.
"You can't threaten him."
Okay.

And, um, stuff like that. But no, he's never had any altercations other than
that.

Okay. Andit's...
That I know.

It - it's

Yeah.

Uh, how are - how are (Gene) and

Well, she, um, she's been here with him for over 50 years. 50 - 51 or 52 years.
Mm-hm.

And she's been here. But she's always been real secluded and real by
herself. She doesn't speak much English.

Okay.

She doesn't drive.
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So she was by herself most of the time, but she's the sweetest little girl...

Yeah.

...you'll ever see in your life.

Okay. And, but they're okay together? I mean they have...

Oh - oh...

...a good relationship?

...yeah. I mean he, um, I mean you'll find out about it but he's a - he's - he's

pretty domineering.

Okay.

You know, but I mean he didn't beat her or nothing like that.

Okay.

But he'd tell her to shut up and she knew to shut up.

Yeah.

You know.

Okay.

But that's just the culture she came from and...
Sure...

...the culture had picked up.

Yeah, sure.
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But, uh, but no, that's the only thing I know of.
Okay. Um, and, uh, has this - has something like this ever happened again
where - where, uh, (Gene) and have kind of fallen off the radar for a

period of time?

Well it wasn't - wasn't unusual at all to call and not be able to get a hold of
them.

Okay.

Yeah. Um, and they - they - like I said, they don't go nowhere. Once a week,
unless there's a doctor's appointment.

Okay.

Yeah. Uh, once a week they go for groceries and - and go out to dinner with
us.

Mm-hm.

And that's all they do.
Yeah.

Every - every week. Yeah.
Okay.

Uh, and he's gotten to where he didn't wanna drive much, didn't get around too
much, and she was getting pretty (unintelligible).

Okay.
Yeah, so, but they hadn't been doing much for years.
Mm-hm.

So...
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Well would you - you would be able to get in contact? Or you're - you're
saying sometimes...

Most of the time.

...sometimes it would...

Uh, one time I've come over when I couldn't get a hold of them. Uh, in the
last maybe year. Out of - out - you know, once or twice before. But once in
the past year.

Mm-hm.

But, it just so happened that they had had another - a doctor's appointment that
they didn't know - that - didn't tell us about.

Okay.

So...

Okay.

Uh, and, but they come in just right after I drove into the driveway.
Yeah, okay.

So, um, but they didn't use their cell phone. Both of them have cell phones
but don't use them.

Okay.

They just have them for emergencies.

All righty.

And, uh, so they wouldn't - they don't never turn them on.
Yeah.

And so you couldn't call them. And of course, you call them on the line-land -
line - landline. Um, sometimes they'd answer, sometimes they didn't.
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Mm-hm.
'Cause neither one of them hear very well.
Yeah.

So...

Um, and so w- w- who called you again today? I'm sorry.

And 1s?

A friend of mine that's a real good friend of - of his.

Okay. And calls you and says, "Hey, I haven't been able to...

Yeah.

...get in touch with (Gene), have you heard from him?"

Well I said, his neighbor said that - that the - the granddaughter had called and
couldn't get a hold of them. And then went over and couldn't raise them, so
did you know - they asked "Did you know of anything that they had
going on that they w- wouldn't be home for?"

Yeah.

And he said, "No." Wednesday night he didn't say anything about not going
anywhere, or going anywhere and doing anything.

Okay.

But by the time I got here, they - he told me that, um, they had found out the
car was in the garage.

Okay.
So and I says, "Well, they're home if that car is in the garage."

The Deputies had found the car...
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Yeah - yeah...

...in the garage?

No, yeah, he - he said the Deputies had seen...
Okay.

...the car in the garage.

And what's the - what's last name?
Uh,
About what time did, uh, call you?

It was about - I - I think it was 8:30.

Okay.

But I wouldn't swear to it.

Okay.

Yeah.

Well when...

Or wait a minute, I can tell you what time...
Oh, okay, perfect.

...he called. I guessIcan. I-1I-1Iusemy phone just for telephones and that's
it.

So (unintelligible) right there 8:53.
8:53 (unintelligible).

So at 8:24...
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8:24 yeah...
Okay.
...8:24. It was close to 8:30.
Yeah. Um, and then you got here just as Deputies were on scene?
Just as soon as I could get here.
Yeah.
Yeah.
And now...
I don't drive much...

What about...

...so I let my wife drive me here. I don't drive at night. I don't like the lights
(unintelligible).

Yeah. But tell me what you know about, um, uh, (Gene)'s family.
Uh, he don't have no family except for his son.

Okay.

And, uh, they - him and his son don't speak.

Okay.

They haven't spoke for years. Yeah.

Who - who is the so- do you know the son's name?

Uh,
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Yeah, I believe that's his name. But that's not - that's not his given name, but

that's what they call him. Because, um, they don't speak because he got on
drugs when he was young and they put him in and out of, uh, rehab and - in
and out - in and out - in and out - in and out - in and out and...
Yeah.
He finally tells him says, "Look, uh, you can, um - um, come here and eat
anytime you want, get something to eat, bathe, or whatever you want, but
don't come no other time."
Yeah.
Yeah. And um...
And so - so who's - who's his granddaughter then?
Uh...
That called...
I think - I think...
daughter?
...they just - yes.
Oh, okay.
Yeah.
And you don't know her name?
I think her name is but I'm not sure.
Okay.
Um, she's, um, the only thing that - that - that has anything to do with the
family. Um, because, uh, he, uh, broke into the house one night, was gonna

steal some stuff.

did?
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To, uh, yeah, to, uh, sell for drugs. And...
Really?

...when he did that - that was - that tore it all.
Yeah.

So...

That was kinda the last straw.

Yeah - yeah.

Okay.

And that's been a long time.

Yeah.

So, um, and mama, uh, Harue probably talk to him once in a while but...

...(Gene) didn't talk to him at all.

Okay. Now, um, when you got here you - you said that initially you s- went
up, talked to the Deputies...

Yeah.

...and they shooed you away.

Yeah.

Then you heard them talking about guns.
Yeah.

And then you went up and talked to the Deputies again?
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Yeah, told them, I said, "Look, he's got guns in there now." And, uh, "But
they're all in the safe.

Mm-hm.
He's got a big old safe full of guns. But..."
Okay.

I said, "He never take them out (unintelligible) he probably don't even
remember the s- the pa- the - the lock to it."

Okay.

It's a - a combination lock.

Yeah.

And I said, "But he does sleep with a gun under his pillow.
Okay.

And it's always under his pillow. So if he's asleep, don't walk up to
him." You know.

Yeah.
Yeah.
So...

And then she said, "Well go - hurry back - get back - get back." You know,
so I got back.

Okay. Do you know - do you remember which Deputy you spoke to?
It was a girl.
(Unintelligible).

Yeah.
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W- a shorter - shorter...
A little short girl, yeah.
Um, do you remember what she looked like at all?
Uh, not really. I think she wore...
Like hair...
...glasses and dark hair.
Okay - okay. Um, white, Hispanic...
White.
...I know (unintelligible).
Yeah, a white girl.
Okay. It was dark and kinda hard to tell.
Mm-hm.
Um...
Well it wasn't dark then, but...
Okay, yeah I guess...
Um well...
...the sun was just probably setting.
Yeah.
There was still some light.
Yeah it was - it was still a little bit light.

Okay. And, um, did, uh - uh Harue say anything to you?
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No.

When you - when you...

No.

...(unintelligible).

She said, "What's going on? What's going on? What's going on?" That's all
she could say.

Okay.

Yeah.

All right. Um, anything else you could think of that's important? Uh...
I can't think of a thing.

...anything you can think would help us?

No.

Okay.

I was just worried that - that something had happened to him, you know? So,
that's all.

Yeah. Well, let me give you one of my cards here. If I can dig it out. So
that's me, Jim Cardenas, like I said, I'm a Sergeant...

Yeah.

...working on the investigations unit. That's my cell phone that I wrote down
there.

Uh-huh.

If anything comes up, you know, you get home or - or you discover anything
that you didn't uh, that you didn't remember tonight, uh, talking to me, um, by
all means, feel free to give me a call. Chances are pretty good that we're
gonna get in contact with you again in the near future...
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Okay.
...and just go over things again. Just...
All right.

...given the seriousness of the situation. So, um, I believe you're free to lea-
now are you taking your wife home?

Yeah I'm gonna walk her down to - my son's down there now, I'll walk her
down to the corner.

Okay.

And let her get on home. But I will stay and make sure Miss Harue is taken
care of.

Okay.

'Cause sh- they don't have no friends. They don't have nobody close by. And
the - the granddaughter don't come here, I don't know what - what we're gonna
do with her tonight.

Yeah.

I really don't. She - she can't go back in the house.

No -n0o-no-no-no-no-no. Un...

But I - I'll make sure that she's taken care of somehow.

Okay.

I wo- I don't wanna leave until then. And I'd like to be with her if
I could. Because she ain't got nobody.

Yeah.
Yeah. And...

And she doesn't speak English, huh?
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Not very well.

Very...

I mean...

Very minimal.

...I've know her for years...

Yeah.

...and I still don't understand 2/3 of what she says.
Okay.

I just always smile and, you know, try to be polite.
Yeah.

I mean, I love her to death. She's like a - a little sister or something.
Yeah.

But, uh, she's almost 90 years old.

Yeah.

Got real bad health.

Oh, that's too bad.

And so, yeah.

Okay. Uh, so was (Gene) also in Vietnam?

No he wasn't in Vietnam.

Okay.
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He - he, uh, he never did make it there. But he - he got - he crashed twice
right here.

Oh really? Stateside?
Yeah, stateside, right here.
Okay.

If you - if you've been around here for a while you probably remember
it. But, um, yeah he crashed two times.

Wow.

Uh, engine failures, right here.
Okay.

Just doing practice runs.

Yeah, okay. Um, well I appreciate you talking to me. If you wanna - if you -
if you wanna - actually if you're gonna come...

I can just walk...

Yeah.

...(Unintelligible).

They won't let you leave...

Yeah - yeah.

...and then come back in. Um, so your son's waiting...
I'l...

...out there...

Yes.

Okay.
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He's waiting at the corner.

Um...

I'll walk down there with her and get her there.

Okay.

And then I'll come back and take care of (unintelligible).
Okay. All right.

All right. Appreciate it.

Perfect. Thank you, sir. Appreciate you (unintelligible) take care.

This transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

transcription.
Signed






