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INTERVIEW WITH
Q=Sgt. Brendan Omori
A=

Hello.
Hello, is this
Yes, this is.

Hi, my name is, uh, Brendan Omori. I'm a sergeant over at the Santa Clara
County Sheriff's Office.

Hi.

I'm returning a call. Uh, I've been told that you have been trying to get in
touch with some investigators regarding, uh, the situation at your
grandparent's house.

Yes, I am.

So I'm returning your call and, uh, I'm more than willing, uh, and happy to
talk with you. But, uh, would you mind, um, answering some questions for us
first, too?

Sure, no problem...

Okay.

...not at all.

Uh, I understand that you are, um, one of the people that reported, uh, uh, for
lack of better terms, um, non-contact with your - your grandparents...
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Yeah.
...uh, for a number of days and were worried about their welfare.
Yeah.
Uh, is tha- is that true to the best of your knowledge or - or am I saying that...
Yes it is.
...correct? Okay.
Yes.
So that's kind of, uh, uh, what my understanding is. I'm one of the two
sergeants that's involved in investigating this case. Um, but to be honest to
you, [ don't know very much about you at all. Uh...

Okay.

...first of all is your name, um, common spelling

Yes it is.

Yes.

Yes.
Do you go by any other names?
Um, no,

okay. And, uh, what's your date of birth?
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Yeah.

Okay. And where do you currently live?

Um, do you have a physical address?

I do.

I'm sorry, did I wake you up too?

No, no, I'm a little groggy. I've been up, but I haven't had my coffee yet, so...
Okay, I'm sorry about that.

No, no, no.

Just the time we've got around to - we've been conducting numerous
interviews and - and...

Yeah.

...uh, really trying to put together, uh, a clear picture, uh, a thorough
investigation of the incident. And...

Okay.
...uh, that's our job is to seek out...
Yeah.

...the truth and, uh, and, uh, again I'll be more than happy to discuss some of
what I can so far in a second. Uh, and you said that's

Yes,
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Okay. And what's the ZIP Code there?

okay. And is this your cell phone that I have?
Yes, it is.
Okay. . And isn't that a area code?
It is, yes.
Oh, okay.
Um...
You used to live up there, or......
I got my first cell phone there, and I've just switched the number ever since.
Oh, okay.
So I did live there, yeah.
Very good. Um, do you go to school or do you work right now?

Um, I just graduated, um, from college actually, from
and we moved here, um, my fiancé and 1.

No, from, um, the
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Mm-hm.

And what did you study there?

I'm a math major.

And I take it math was your best class too, huh?

Um, it was, yeah.

Um, are you a teacher by chance or what are you doing with that...
Um.

...major...

I don't have a - a job yet currently. Um, I don't know. I'm just adjusting...
Okay.

...right now.

Um, do you have any hobbies or play any sports or anything like that?
Um, not right now, no. I like gardening and stuff like that.

Oh, that's cool. That's very relaxing.

Yeah.

And again, you said, um, you're single, but you have a fiancé?

Yeah, we - we live together.

Okay. And what's your fiancé's name?

His name is, um,

Is it is his real name or...
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His real name is

And what's his last name?

Okay. And how old is

Okay. Um, so kind of what I would like to know from you first before I delve
into kind of what is going on is, uh, can you give us a little history about your
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grandparents and a little history of your relationship with them?
Um, sure. Um, let's see, um, my mothers a single parent.
Mm-hm.
Um, my father is his son. Um, I - my - I lived with my mother my whole life.
Um, he's always been supportive, um, of me, and he's always helped me with
my schooling. Um, he's been, um, I mean - we've - we've been close. We've
been closer lately, uh, since I'm older. Um, yeah, I'm sorry. Um, I always, um,
visited him, like, during holidays and stuff like that. Um, I don't really know

what else you want to know.

When did you really start getting close with, uh, your dad's parents - your
grandparents?

Um, more recently, um, within the past few years, um, when I - I've been
going through college, you know, and learning new things and, um, just he's
been, you know, he's been proud of me a lot, you know, these past few years,
so it's been, um, easier to get closer to him.

Did they come out to your graduation and things of that nature?

Um, no, they did not. I didn't want them for their health be- I didn't want them
to because of their health...

Oh, okay.

...and, um, of the event.

Would you go visit them in Saratoga then?

Yeah, I would, yeah. I just visited them a few months ago, maybe two.
When was - I'm sorry, when was the last time you were at their house?
Um, I think it was - was it - was it June? I think it was June.

Uh.

I really don't remember.
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Do you speak to them on the phone regularly too?
Yes, at least once a month, at the very least.
When was the last time you spoke with them?
I spoke with him August 30, I believe, so that was not that long ago.
Okay, and what was your conversation like August 30?
It was really good. I told him that we had moved to Arizona and that we were
adjusting. Um, he was excited. And we were talking about how, um, my
fiancé and [ want to travel. We weren't - we weren't engaged at the time, so [
didn't get to tell him that. Um, he was just asking how things were going and
telling me I should get looking for a job and, um, thi- grandfatherly things like
that.
Okay.
(Unintelligible.)

Did you talk to him re- more recently at all in the past few weeks?

My mother did. Um, I just found out, um, yesterday that my mother did talk to
him.

And what's your mother's name again?

Um, my mother, um, is

Yes.

And is it

Yes.

And, uh, do you happen to know how old she is?

Um, she's about
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Okay, and, uh, do you have a phone number for her?

I do, but, um, you can't contact her right now because she's unable to speak.

Uh, is it a medical issue or...

Um, yeah. She had to - she had a stroke, um, a couple of days ago...

Oh.

...she's in the ICU.

I'm sorry about that.

No, it's fine.

What hospital is she at?

Um, she is at, um, uh, I don't -
All right, can you say that again?

She's at this hospital called

yeah.

And what, uh, city is that in?

sorry.
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Um,
And do they specialize in brain trauma, strokes, things like that?
I believe they do, yes.
Okay, uh, is she doing better?
Uh, yeah, she's doing better. We're just waiting...
That's good.,
...on, um, yeah.

Uh, do you know the substance of your mom's conversation with your
grandfather?

Um, I'm - I'm not entirely sure. Um, I do know that me and my mother had a
bit of a falling out when we - we just recently moved into the
address this weekend. Um, we've had some misunderstandings, my mother
and I, and I bel- believe based on the text messages that she sent to other
people, it seems like she has the impression that my fiancé and I moved out
and stole her stuff. And, um, um, were like kind of manipulative and used her,
'cause we stayed with her, um, for about a month while we adjusted in

Um, but, I mean, we borrowed a bed, so we could sleep on. It wasn't
like she has nothing. Um, we didn't steal her stuff and I think it was just a big
misunderstanding, but I couldn't tell her that because, you know, she has - she
had a stroke now.

Right.

So I'm not sure. But, um, I don't know, um, i- i- she was texting someone
about the conversation she had with my grandfather. Um, um, ther- I think it
was a week ago. Um, and also, um, the 11th when they last talked. Um, and in
the text message that she was talking to other people, she said that, um, he's -
he's pissed off, he's pissed, and he says that, uh, isn't welcome there
anymore, So...

Meaning you're not welcome in Saratoga?

Yes, but I don't know. Um, she's a very dramatic woman. Um, she obviously
has some issues understanding, um, things. She doesn't speak up about how
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she feels, so I'm not sure if she's fabricated that or if, um, that's really how he
feels. And I'm upset that I can't find out, um, if that was true or not.

Right.

But, um...

I totally understand that. And now you're probably worried...
I'm like stuck.

...now you're stuck you don't have answers to any of this stuff you're probably
wondering about.

Yes. And I - I can't ask her exactly what was said right now. She can't - I can
ask her, but she can't respond. So, um...

Right.

...it's frustrating.

I totally get you. I totally understand that frustration.
Yeah.

Um, when did your mom supposedly have this conversation with your
grandfather?

Um, the 11th, um, I can get the time for you it's on our cell phone.
Oh, you have your mom's cell phone?

Yes, I do.

Okay.

Um, I think so. Sorry, we're trying to find it. I know that they only talked for
13 minutes.

Okay.

So I'm not really sure what damage she could've done in 13 minutes, but...
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Well, that would be very helpful, actually, if you could find that information
for me.

Yeah, yeah, let me see. Okay, um, okay, September 11, 11:58 am for 13
minutes.

11:58 am.

Mm-hm.

You said - or, I'm sorry, you said the 11th?

Yeah, the 11th.

For 13 minutes, and...

13 minutes.

...who called who?

Um, she called him, right? Yes, she called him. Oh, I can't (unintelligible).
And what's his - what's her, um, phone number again?
Um, it's

Mm-hm.

...um,

And what number did she contact your grandfather on?
His house number, .Um...

And...

...I also have another one, they talked on the 10th for half an hour. I don't
know if that's important.

Sure.
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But, um, the evening on the 10th.
Okay, I'm ready.
Um, at 7:15 pm.
And how long was that again? How many minutes?
It was 29 minutes.
29 minutes. And same numbers that were contacted or...

Yes, and she, um, she called him again.

Now, I understand from some of the conversations we had, is your father
estranged from his parents?

Yes.

Okay. Do you happen to know when the last contact he had with them was?
Um, no, I, um, I mean, maybe a year or two ago, maybe. Um, [ remember he
just wanted, um, to use money for bail. He was in jail. Um, I'm not - I'm not
really sure when.

And your father's

Yes.

Do you know where his whereabouts are now?

No, um, he called from I think when he, um, was in - was in jail
and needed, um, mail - mo- money, sorry.

Okay. Um, so he's been out of the picture. Has your mom been fairly close
with - with your paternal grandfather and - and grandmother?

Um, not - not really. Um, usually every time I call, um, my grandfather, um,
he might call her and see how things are going or, you know, just to check up
and make sure everything's okay. Um, but other than that, she doesn't usually
call him unless I say, "Mom, can you call them and talk to them?" They're,
you know, they need someone to talk to or something like that, so she usually
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doesn't call them. Um, she doesn't actually like talking to them most of the
time. So...

Why do you...
...it's a chore.

...why do you feel like then if you don't feel there's a super strong relationship
between them, why do you - why do you feel that she felt comfortable enough
to call him for 29 minutes on the 10th and 13 minutes on the 11th?

Um, I - I feel like she was trying to hurt me emotionally, um, to get back at
me for whatever she thinks I did, or I don't know what's going on in her head,
you know. Um, and that would really hurt me because my grandfather's well
off, and I just moved out on my own, well, not on my own, but just moved out
from her place. It was kind of spontaneous. Um, so she - she told him not to
give me any money if I asked, and I didn't even want any money from him. I
mean, [ don't - I didn't need it. Um, so I think she jumped to conclusions
trying to figure out how I was able to move, um, and afford a place. Um, and
she probably thought that and tried to warn him, I guess, not to give me any
money, um, and gave her - gave him the reason why.

Right.

Um, tha- that's really the only thing I can think of, um, I'm not sure.

Okay, so let's fast-forward. Your mother's last, um, contact was on the 11th,
which would be two days ago. Did she pretty much have a stroke that day then
or was it...

Um...

...was it yesterday or when did that happen?

Let me see, um, when did she, let's see, she was in - I'm sorry, um, the days
run together.

No, no problem.

Um, okay so today...
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(Unintelligible).
...okay, so today is the...
13th.
...13th, yesterday.
Was the 12th.
Was the 12th.

Mm-hm.

Um, I'm pretty sure it's Monday. Okay, so Monday morning is, day- so the
11th was Sunday. Okay, so, um, Monday morning was when she had a stroke.

She was hospitalized.

Yes.

Okay. Um, what so, um, from what I understand, and correct me if I'm wrong,
from what [ understand, you were the initial person who called the sheriff's
office to check on the welfare of your grandparents?

Yes.

What - what - why did you call for the welfare check and, um, what did you
feel was going on, and what did you anticipate? Did you anticipate them being
in full health? What was your thoughts and what exactly did you - did you tell
the...

Yeah.

...dispatchers?

Yeah, I...

Can you expand on that for me.

Yeah, sure. Um, I was trying to get in contact with my grandpa to tell him
about, um, my mo- my mother in the hospital, um, because I thought, you
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know, he should know. Um, and I couldn't get in contact with him, so, um, I
called several times. I usually call - usually when I call around dinner time, I
have dinner around, um, like 6:00, 6:30, he answers and tells me he's at
dinner, um, something like that. Um, so I - he answer, so I called him at
around 6:30, I think. So I was like, okay, maybe they're out to dinner, so I'll
call back in half an hour, and they should be home. I called back in half an
hour, and he didn't answer. So then I waited like ten more minutes, and then I
called again, and he didn't answer. So then I just started kind of, um, calling
and waiting, and calling a waiting and seeing if he would answer. And it was,
I think it was, um, I think it was like, in between that I called the dispatcher
because I - because he should have answered. Um, and so I was thinking
maybe if they could just go check if his car is home, because if he's home, that
limits where he could be, you know, because he never parks his car anywhere
else but the garage. So if his car is in the garage, he's home, and he's not like
stranded somewhere, or, you know, he's not, um...

You were just trying to make sure.

...driving around.

You were just trying to make sure he was home.

Yes. Yes, I was just trying to make sure he was home and...
That makes - kind makes...

...no one answered the door when they were trying to make contact, so I
started getting really worried. Um, and then I thought well, wh- what could
have happened if, you know, if he was upset because of something my mom
said 'cause th- I found the information and then it - I was just trying to figure
out, like I didn't even know my mom - my mom cal- contacted him. So I was
trying to figure out like when was the last time anyone heard from him, you
know, so, um, yeah. And then, um, they started contacting the - the, um,
neighbors and, um, and that was pretty much the last I heard of them. So I was
just like been waiting all night. And then the coroner called me this, um, um,
late last night I think.

Yeah. Um, so you had tried a number of times from - from what I think you
just told me four to five times. Is that about accurate? How many...

Um.
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...times you tried to call or was it more?
Maybe, um, seven to ten times.
Oh seven to ten.
I used - I used a couple of phones, yeah.
Okay.
My fiancé was also making calls from his phone. I also called hospitals before
I called the dispatcher just to make sure that he didn't drive himself to a

hospital or drive my grandmother to a hospital.

Right. And you knew there were these conversations because you were able to
look through your mom's phone...

Yeah.
...and messages after she had the stroke?
Yes, yes.

Okay. That's how you were able to piece together that she was having some
conversations where, um...

Yeah.
...she was saying things about you or whatnot?
Yeah.

Okay. Um, were you just wanting to get a hold of them, or were you - did you
convey that you were worried for their health, or how - what was the message
that was sent? I'm - I'm just a little unclear on that.

Um, I just wanted to, I guess - I guess both. I was worried about them
because, um, It wasn't like them to you know stray from their, um, deviate
from their - their - their weekly routine, you know. So I mean they only go
grocery shopping on Wednesdays, and then they go out to Hometown Buffet
to eat, but they're very to their plan, you know, so Monday nights, they should
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have been home. They should have been there. Um, it just was a bad feeling,
you know?

Right.
Yeah.

Did by chance anybody ask you, um, to - did anybody ask you for permission
to, um, really aggressively find out what's going on with your grandparents,
check on their...

Um, I...

...welfare as far as even, um, forcefully entering their home.

...um, no one asked me, um, like upfront, like exactly. But I - I asked the
officer who I was talking to, um, I asked her, um, like what they're going to do
next because they said that the car was in the driveway and they - she said that
they've been trying to, um, you know, they've been ringing the doorbell and
knocking for a while and no one's been answering. So I asked, "What - what's
next," I asked if they can go in there or if like what happens next. And she
asked me, "Do you mean break in?" And I said, "Well, yeah," if - do you guys
do that, you know, I have no idea what you - what people can do, you know,
what those people can do, so...

Right.

Yeah.

And what did she say?

Um, she just said, um, we're going to try to keep making contact with him.
Um, we're going to, uh, look around, try asking neighbors. Um, sh- she didn't
say that we're going to break in. She didn't say that exactly, but I mean, yeah.
You feel it was insinuated?

I'm sorry?

Did you feel it was insinuated?

Um, yes, yeah.
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Did you contact anybody else to - to check on your grandparents?
No, I'm not aware of anyone else to check on my grandparents.
You don't know anybody named

Um, I - I know of him, I don't know, um, I don't know his phone number or
his information.

Okay.

Um, I know that they only get together once a week to talk and eat together.
So you wouldn't know how he got involved tonight?

No. I don't know. No.

Okay. Um, excuse me, wh- what do you know about what happened last
night? What did the - what did the coroner tell you?

Um, the coroner told me there was incident and there was an investigation and
that um, um, pretty much they were just questioning everybody and no one,
um, the detectives wanted to make sure they had all the information before
they contacted me.

Right.

That's pretty much it. I asked about my grandma, I was very concerned, and
she had no clue who she was so she - she found out where, um, what was
going on with my grandma. So, um, that's - that's pretty much all I know. I
don't know where my grandma is either.

Right.

Um...

Um, well, she's - she's safe. She is with, um, a family friend.

Okay.
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Do you know an individual named
No.
Okays, this individual is a family friend that, um, came an- and took her away
until, uh, to give her a shelter and a warm place to be until we can release her
home back to her.
Oh, that's so sweet.

But, um...

Do you know - do you know where he lives, does he live in Saratoga or is
she...

Uh, I believe he lives, uh, ri- right close there in Cupertino. He lives very
close to them.

Okay, great.

It seems like its someone they see maybe weekly or something like that.
Okay, great, great.

Um, as far as your grandfather is concerned, I know the coroner contacted
you, and you know a little bit. But, um, and I can't share everything with you.
I can share a little - little bit of what we're doing, but because of the facts that
unfolded, the events that unfolded, we have to have a very thorough, unbiased,
objective investigation...

Mm-hm.

...to ensure that, uh, everybody's, um, perspective not only is documented, but
also everyone's rights are protected in this whole investigation. Okay.

Mm-hm.

But what had happened is based on the conversations with you and some other
people that were trying to find out what was going on with your grandparents,
we had some sheriff's deputies enter the home, uh...

Okay.
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...to try to check on the welfare...
Mm-hm.

...of - of your grandparents. And your grandfather, um, was, uh, armed and
actually raised a - a gun at a deputy...

Oh God.

...and there were shots fired.

Oh my God.

So unfortunately your father - your grandfather was rushed to the hospital.
Oh God.

But he succumbed to his wounds at the hospital.

Oh my God.

So, again, I'm very - I apologize immensely to you. This is obviously not how
- how we would hope these situations would end up.

Oh my God.

But there are county protocols, standard protocols, especially when officer-
involved, uh, shootings occur that we need, again, to ensure that a fair and
accurate representation of the truth comes out from the investigation that's
what we're trying to do.

Oh. Why didn't they answer the door then if you guys were - if you guys were
ringing the doorbell...

They were...
...and knocking.
...the deputies were there for about 50 minutes or so before they decided to

enter the home, knocking on the front door, announcing sheriff's office,
walking around the perimeter of the home, knocking on windows, checking
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doors to see if anything was open where they could go in and check and - and
they didn't respond at all.

Oh my God.

I understand this is very difficult, and I apologize immensely for your - your
loss, Um, I hope you - I hope - I hope you can understand that, um,
this is not how we hope the resolution to inci- incidents are. And we're very
sympathetic with you for the loss of your grandfather. But we also - we're
also trying to make sure that, um, he wasn't - he didn't die in vain, that the
facts would come out, whatever it may be. Um, and the truth comes out just of
what happened. So please bear with us through the investigation. Um, and we
will try to get resources to you to help you through the - through the coming
days and weeks. But, um, I know you've got a lot on your plate. You have
your mother as well. You're...

Do you...

...out there in

...do you have a phone number?
I'm sorry?
Do you have phone number?

Um, let me see if [ can track that down for you. I don't have it at my
fingertips. Um, is this a cell phone for you? Is this the number that I'm calling
you on, is that your cell phone?

Yes, it is.

Would you - would you be okay if - if, um, I sent you some text messages
later with contact information, things like that?

Sure.
Again...

Sure, that's fine.
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...I wanted to give you the courtesy of calling you and letting you know what I
can share right now. But I also want you to understand that we take this very
seriously. We - we - we take it very seriously to the - to the extent that we've
had numerous people out investigating this all, uh, all night. So the original
call was before 8 o'clock and - and, uh, many of us have been out for - for al-
basically all night.

I appreciate it.

So, um, I - I just what I want to be conveyed to you is that we take this very
seriously. A life isn't something that we take seriously either. It's not
something that can be taken by anybody without it being scrutinized, even
other deputies. So please understand that we are, um, very actively and
vigorously investigating this. And - and there will be a time when we can sit
down and talk further and give you more details. It's just not going to happen
this morning. Okay?

Okay. When should I hear back from someone?

Um...

About this...

...in the coming days. But I will - I will make sure I text you, um,
number shortly.

Okay.

As soon as I can track that down, okay?

Okay, thank you.

Let me give you a few, uh, pieces of information, okay? Again...
Okay.

...my name is Sergeant Omori.

Omori.

That's O-M-O-R-I. My partner in this case is Sergeant Jason Brown. And...
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Brown okay.
...for your records, the case number is 16-256-04118, as in Sam.
Sam, okay.
And that's the case number this whole incident is under.
Okay.
Um, again your - your grandmother is not injured she's in good health and
good care. Um, and again she's with and - and his wife. I don't recall
what her name is, but I will, uh, get you that information shortly, so you can at
least talk to them, maybe even talk to your grandmother and - and at least get
some positive contact with the people that are involved in this. And...
Mm-hm.
...um, it might help you through this a little too, so...
Okay.
Uh, do you want my phone number too?
Um, I - sure, sure.
My phone number is 408...
408...
...808...
...808...
...4640.
...4640. Okay.
Please leave me a message if [ don't pick up. I may not be there, I just may be
busy, but I will definitely call you back. I always call individuals back if they

leave a message. It - it lets me know that it's important and just give me a brief
little bit about, um, what you're hoping to, uh, find out or anything I can help
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you with.

Okay.

Um, just understand that, uh, we- we're probably going to be in the field for
quite a bit on this as well, going forward for the rest of the day.

Okay.

Uh, because we do take it seriously, and I can't stress that enough to you. I
know I've told you probably three or four times in the past few minutes, but,
um, this isn't something we take lightly in this office. So...

Okay.

...um, does it make sense to you a little bit? I know it's...

Yes.

...I know it's not really set in, and I know it's very emotional, but I hope you
can understand where we're - where we're coming from our perspective a little
bit too.

Yeah. I understand.

I'm sorry.

I understand.

Okay, well I'm very sorry again for your loss. I'm sorry that you
had to hear from the corner. And then you're just stuck not having any
information. But, um, we will - we will try to release some information to you
as soon as we can you'll be the very first person to know, okay?

Okay. Thank you.

I'm sorry again for your loss.

Yeah.

We'll be in contact soon though, okay?
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Okay.
All right, talk to you soon
Okay, bye.

Bye.
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This transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

transcription.
Signed






